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October 12, 1961 


American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at I55th Street 
New York 32, New York 

Gentlemen: 

In connection with my writings, I would like to 
borrow, momentarily, the following; 

Edward Cogaij, '^able of Gold, Silver and Copper 
Coins not Issued by the U.S.Mint, Npw York, 1871, 

6 pages. 

Lyman H. Low & Company Catalogue dated June, 1887 
containing a list of the Henry R. Linderraan col¬ 
lection. 

Would you also be nice enough to see if you have 
a duplicate of the American Journal of Numismatics 
for April, 1902. I seem to have lost my copy 
and it needs replacement. 

I appreciate, as always, your kind cooperation toward 
ray research projects and I will return the books 
within three days after receipt of them. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P, NEW>!AN 



November 13, 1961 


Mr, Richard Breadon 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 156th Street 
New lork 32, New York 

Dear Dick; 

Thank you, belatedly, for filling in the AJN pamphlet 
which I must have lost, 

I hope it is not an inconvenience for me to borrow 
books but it is the only way I can do my research, I 
would like to borrow Mason*s Coin Collectors Magazine 
from 1872 through I89O or later. There was a period 
when it was not published and I believe Mason moved 
from Philadelphia to Boston. 

I would also like to borrow a book by Vatteraare, 
written in French, about American coins, 

I would also like to know the date of the sale of the 
Roc collection, by Mehl, in approximately 19li5* 

Apparently I did not receive No, Sk of the Numismatic 
Diterature Indfex and wonder if you have an extra to 
complete my file, 

lou have no idea how much I appreciate your helpfulness 
as I am slaving away almost every night tryihg to 
complete some of ray research projects and I only wish 
I lived in New fork so as to have all your amazing 
books available. However, if I lived in New York I 
probably would be diverted to other things. 

My kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P,NEWMAN 





The AmERICAM riU/AISA\ATIC-50CIETY 


BROADWAYBETWEEM155t«and156th-5tS- 

New York-32,N.Y. 


Nov. 15/61 


Dear Mr. Newman 


Dick Breaden started a well 


earned vacation yesterday so I took the 
liberty of opening your letter and am 
sending along the items you have requested 
The last complete volume of 
Mason’s Coin Collectors' Magazine in the 
library is Vol. Vi, 1872, but I have 
included a number of issues of his later 
publications from our unbound files which 
I thought perhaps you might like to see. 

The date of the Roe sale was 
June 12, 1945. 


wi (aV)oa 



(G.H.North) 

(As3*t, Lihrarian) 



November 27, 1961 


Mr. Jeffrey North 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 15l6th Street 
New York 32, New York 

Dear Mr. North: 

I am very grateful for your cooperation in send¬ 
ing me Vattemare, Mason*s various publications, 
etc., all of which are being returned under 
separate cover. 

I would now appreciate it if you will send me 
Lyman Low*s Sale of the H.G.Brown collection 
held October 11, 190li. 

I would also like for you to look up in Mehl*s 
catalogue of the Roe Sale of June, 19U^, the 
lot numbers of 1801, 1802 and 1803 proof dollars 
so that I can put that information in a book 
I am writing. 

Thank you for your usual cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.NEVJMAN 


EPN/atb 
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March 16 


1960 


American Philosophical Society 
127 South Fifth Atraaue 
Philadelphia 6> Pennsylvania 

Oentleraenj 

^ which I am writing jointly 

with others on American silver dollar coinage, I 
would like to arrange to read the manuscript note- 
ooks of V/iliiam DuBois which I am advised you have 
in your collection* Naturally, I would like to 

item personally, but if that were not 
possible, I could have the Missouri Historical 
>ociQty of which I am treasurer borrow the item 
on inter-library loan* 

lou do not know me, but I believe my sincerity is 

American KumisLtic 

has published two monographs I have written 
^ Numismatist an 

article on certain Franklin letters relative to 
coinage which you have in your library, would 
you be kind enough to let me know how I could have 
the opportunity to read those notebooks. 

Sincerely yours. 


SPNj jd 


sale ?, NEWMAN 







/ , 

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

held at Philadelphia 
for Promoting Useful Knowledge 

LIBRARY 

105 South Fifth Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. 

Telephone: WAlnut 5-9545 

March 1^, I960 


Mr* Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Richard H. Shryock 
Librarian 



This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
March 16, concerning the manuscript notebooks of William DuBois. 
Dr. DuBois was a member of the American Philosophical Society 
but we do not have his notebooks. The only manuscript material 
of his in our file are two letters to George Ord, June 24, 1^45, 
and June 24 , 1^47, pertaining to the loan of certain books. The 
Proceedings, of the Society, Vol, 20, 1B^3, contain an obituary 
notice of DuBois written by Robert Patterson. If we can be of 
further help, please let me know. 


Sincerely yours, 

Gertrude D, Hess 
Assistant Librarian 


GDH:jbm 







September 13, 1961 


Mr, Herbert M, Bergen 
60lx North Spadra 
Fullerton, California 

Dear Herb: 

I am looking forward to hearing from you on your 
l80li dollar alteration, I would like to know 
what variety it is altered from. If you wish 
to send it to me,or determine that yourself, 

I leave it entirely to you. 

I have found many references to the supposed 
shipment of coin to Tripoli, etc, in the nurais- 
matic publications but nothing specific as you 
indicated in the way of it being listed on a 
manifest. Can you give me any further leads? 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAK 


EPN/atb 









414228 


_JECEIPT for certific d mail_20^ 

SENT TO----- ^ 


EPN 


z 


O I 



Jolt North Harbor Blvd. 


Herbert M.Bergen 

CTOrtvr * JZm --—- ^ 


CITY AND STATE 


California 


street and no. 


street and no. 


SEE OTHER SIDE 



October 6, 1961 


Mr* Herbert ’’.Bergen 
60 i4 North Harbor 31vd. 

Fullerton, California 

Dear Herb; 

Thank you for sending mp the altered I80ii 
dollar vThich you hiivr , I have examined and 
am returning the same herewith. 

Please don’t be upset about not being able 
to find the inf o mat ion on the shipment to 
Tripoli, .^hen you do find it let me know. 

I hope you find, your other alteration. 

I sir:cerely appreciate your willingness to 
help me in the work I am doing and hone that 
our paths will cross very soon again. 


Cordially yours. 


EKIC .newma: 


E/H/otb 


CERTIFIED HAIL 
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ADDRESS REPLY TO: 

604 North Harbor Blvd., 
Fullerton, California 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St Louis 2, MOe 

Dear Eric: 

Your letter of September 13th arrived a few days 
after I returned from my long trip east via 
Atlanta and points north. 

Have been looking through my library and notes 
for the reference to coin shipment to Tripoli, 
but am sorry to say It has not been located. I 
feel confident that I will find It sooner or 
later because I am usually careful to keep notes 
relating to subjects that I research. Since the 
volume of material Is large. It could be that this 
Item has been misplaced. I shall keep searching. 

Am sending you herewith a fake 1304 dollar which 
appears to have been altered from a 1800 dollar, 
variety Bolender 17. This Is a very obvious 
alteration. The coin has been In my fake box 
for some time. However, this coin Is not the one 
I mentioned to you as having come from Barney 
Bluestone many years ago. Since talking to you 
In Atlanta It dawned on me that I had loaned this 
one to Dr. G-lenn Curtis who was doing photographic 
work on 1914 D cent alterations, as well as other 
rare coins. I do not find this coin and It would 
appear that It was not returned before Dr. Curtis 
died. Strange to say, I appraised his collection 
for Mrs. Curtis, but dont recall any 1804 dollar 
In his altered dates. As I remember It, the al¬ 
teration was from a 1802 dollar, but I cannot say 
what variety It was. I shall also have to do some 
searching to see If I can turn up this one. 

Am sorry I am unable to produce the things I told 
you about. As soon as I locate them I shall advise. 
You^paper so aroused my Interest that I shall not 
glv^trylng to add something of possible value. 


Cordially yours. 






































August 31, 1961 


Mr. Jean LaFourie 
Biblioteque National 
Numismatic Department 
Avenue Richelieu 
Paris, France 

Dear Mr. LaFourie: 

Excuse my writing to you in English. I enjoyed 
talking to you when I was in Paris and one of your 
associates was kind enough to send me to Hotel de la 
Monnaie to learn the method of applying the tranche 
to coins. The custodian of the museum showed me 
an article entitled "Monnoyage (Art du) on De La 
Fabrication des Monnoies et des Medailles". This 
was removf d from some larger book, possibly LeGranae 
Encyclopedie of Denis Diderot and Jean d’Alembert. 

I would like to know where this article was published 
and the proper citation of the book from which it 
is taken. I have been unable to find, it in the 
libraries available to me in America and you probably 
will know by memory. 

If you wish to contact Mr. Serge Bouten and ask him 
whether he has any 1718-1720 paper money of the 
John Law period, I would, be grateful. 

If there is anything in American numismatics in which 
I can be helpful, please let me know. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMN 
ij.00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 
U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 
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Mr*M*H.Bolender 
P.O.Box 63 

San Marino, California 
Dear Mr. Bolenderj 

Happy Ne>w Year and thank you for your letter of December 

21 , 1959. 

In your book you have no pictures of the following pieces: 

1801 B -5 proof 

1802 E-9 

1803 B.2 
B-3 

B-7 proof 

In the new dollar collection which you have acquired are 
there any of the illustrated items or do you have pictures 
already. They could be published in the A.N.S. Hotes 
without expense to you. I believe it would be valuable 
to numismatic knowledge to have them published. 

I have found an 1602 B-9 which could be photographed for 
that purpose. 

In connection with my iSOit ideas I would like to publish 
enlarged pictures of the I 8 OI B-5, 18C2 B-8, and 1803 B-7, 
so If you can tell me where the negatives of any of these 
are I could borrow them. If they were taken by A.H.S. 
could you give me the numbers of the photos. I know the 
1802 B-8 picture in your book must have been taken there. 

My sincerest appreciation for your help. 

Cordially, 


EPH/atb 


ERIC P, NSWMAN 






16 Dec 59 


Dear Eric, 


JJF has insisted that I answer the questions you asked him in yours of 8 Dec--questions he could 
have answered himself just as easily, I suspect there is more than just telepathy between you & him 
on the 1804 dollars. It happens that one C. Lynn Glaser (don’t run him down--a bright kid who needs 
encouragement) has been doing research himself on the 1804’ s and has called on both Ken Bressett 
and me for help. His (Glaser’s) eventual publication will be popular in style & probably in content; 
yours is likely to be more scholarly so I don’t think there should be any real conflict. 

Now for your questions one by one. 

1. In the early dies coins were--after a fashion--held loosely by what was called an open collar which 
did not prevent the broadening of the flan under pressure. The reason for this was so that edge lettering 
or ornamentation might not be obliterated. See pp. 14 and 23 of my GOBPECHT monograph. Actually, 
the close collar was used from 1828 on for smaller denominations, the open collar being kept in use 
for the larger ones tUl 1^36 as those letters indicated. A letter of 1829 announcing the new mintage 
of half-dimes specifically mentions the new beaded border with raised rim (see p. 17, my SILVEP 
COINAGES monograph). 


1828ff 


2. Beading was put on the dies/^vith a punch, but whether by hand or by something like a dividing engine 
I am not certain. There are definite irregularities on some dies (e.g, half-dime 1830 V-10 obverse, 
1829 V-1 obv., V-2 obv., and others) suggesting use of hand punching or at best something like a 
toothed or spurred wheel. Earlier dies, and half-dollars through 1834, show borders of radial lines, 
and close study suggests that these borders were among the first things applied. The center dot was 
obviously a compass point, the other point being used to describe circles: lower edges of letters, 
lower or upper edges of numerals (sometimes), outer edge of die. Use of a ruler and a suitable punch 
produced the borders of radial lines. This could have been done by hand or by--again--something 
like a dividing engine. Nothing definite can be proved about the number of denticles--the number 
differs from one year to another and sometimes differs on different dies in the same year (e.g. 

1797 cents, contrast the obverses of S=138 and 141 or 142, or 1796 cents obvs, S-108 and 119). 

3. The edge lettering was known to have been rolled on to the planchets by the curved parallel bars 
(one fixed, the other movable). About details on this see Pay Williamson. He is at 933 Pothowood 
Poad, Lynchburg, Va. I can say that this is true for halfdollars through 1836, dollars through 1803. 

As for the 1804 dollars, I have not been able to examine their edges closely enough if at all. The 

183 -4-5 proof restrike half-dollars (which base a reverse used on proofs in 1836) show an unusually 
high rim & beaded borders, and the edge lettering is squashed flat, proving that a close collar iwas 
used on these. It is my impression (though I cannot prove it) that the close collar was used on old 
lettered-edge planchets on the 1804 dollars even as on the restruck hajves. In this case we would see 
faint edge lettering on the "original” 1804’s. 

4. Upset rims began in 1793. They are seen on the cents of that year and on almost everything from 
then on. But you are probably thinking of the very markedly upset rims found on the beaded-border 
coins struck in close collars, i.e. 1828 dimss, 29 half-dimes & quarter eagles, 31 quarters, etc. 


Best, 








February 10, I960 


Hr* Walter Breen 

P.O.Box 102ii Grand Central Station 
Hew York 17, Hew York 

Dear Walters 

With respect to the iSOii. dollar matter, I want to be 
absolutely sure that you are satisfied with the com¬ 
pensation which Whitman wishes to giwe. I certainly 
want you to have the part they offered me. However, 
John Ford tells me that you and 1 are the ones who 
have the information and the others do not. 

For the Moment, I would appreciate it if you will 
tell rae, if you have the weights^ of all the 180U 
dollars^, and the Juxtaposition of the obverse and 
reverse on the various speciraens* I would also be 
interested in knowing whether you have examined the 
edges of the 1801, 1802 and 1803 restrike dollars 
to see whether they have edge lettering in good 
condition, crushed condition, or what. 

Pleas© give rae your thoughts on all of the foregoing. 


Sincerely, 


SEIC P.HEWMAN 


BPH/atb 





13 Feb 1960 


Dear Eric, 

John Ford is trying to ease the two others oat of the picture, belittling or denying 
their own original research. Bressett is accepting no compensation, or so I have 
bean led to believe, other than his regular salary. 

I have not had opportunity to examine the edges of any 1804 restrike dollars, or the 

_1801-2-3 restrikes, and so have absolutely no information on their edge lettering. 

This is where you come in--it will be far easier for you to induce the various cus¬ 
todians and owners to part with their 1804’ s for examination and photography than 
it has so far been for Bressett, Glaser or me. 

I can easily influence Glaser on the scope of the book. I can see the tie=in with 
the 1801-2-3 dollar restrikes, the 1833-4-5 half-dollar restrikes, and the 1804 
eagle restrikes, but not the’1804’half dollar. The tie=in with the Gobrechts is of 
course that of workmanship; Proskey and others made claims to the effett that 
Gobrecht made the dies of the 1804. Use of the identical rim-ornamenting device 
would constitute excellent evidence for this. Glaser’s original idea was to devote 
the book to silver dollar restrikes; but there is no need to do this if a book of suitable 
size can be made out of the 1804 dollar and its relatives. Bressett has questioned 
my identification of the 1804 restrike eagle as having the identical numeral, star and 
letter punches found on the dollars, but I examined an eagle (silver? don’t recall) in 
Eliasberg’j^s collection side by side with the dollar, and found no difference in the 
punches, he numeral punches on the 1801-2-3 restrikes are different from the 
1804’s, of course. 

A list of the known 1804’s is appended for convenience; weights included where 
known. All 1804’ s I have seen, and I have seen all except those so marked, have 
dies aligned approximately -(The Idler restrike has them but I have not had 
opportunity to check other restrikes for this angle.) 


Sincerely, 




Remarks 


CLASS I. First reverse. 

No. Mehl A.J.N. Evans Weight 
1927 


1 1 

2 3 

3 6 

4 4 

5 11 

6 7 
NOT SEEN 


IX I 

V II 

I III 

IV IV 

vml VII 

gl ^ 

II V 


7 

NOT SEEN 


415.2 Smithsonian, on loan from Mint collection. Pictured in 
Eckfeldt & DvUBois, 1842. No. 568 in Comparette’s cat., 
1914. Apparently not known when Eckfeldt began the 
Mint Collection in 1838. Perfect dies. 

Cleaned, somewhat impaired proof. 

415.307 Eliasberg. Ex Mint, 5/9/43, Stickney, Ellsworth, Atwater. 
Perfect dies. Cleaned, somewhat imperfect proof. 

416.4 MHS--Appleton estate. Ex Teller Henry 1C. Young (bank 
of Pa.), J.J.Mickley, W.A.Lilliendahl, E. Cogan, W.A. 
Appleton (1868). Cleaned proof. Perfect dies. 

? Omaha City Library (Byron Reed estate). An unidentified 

old lady supposedly got this from the Mint "during Polk’s 
adm-inistmtion." E. Cogan, 1868; E.H.Sanford, 1874; 
L.G.Parmelee sale to Byron Reed (died 1931). Perfect 
dies. Brilliant proof. Finest known. 

415.8 Harold Bare ford. Ex Adolph We^l, Berlin, 10/13/1884 
(has anyone ever seen this catalogue?), Chapman sale 
May 1885, J.W.Scott for J.V.Dexter, P^.G.Parvin, H.G. 
Brown, V/.F.Dunham sale, C.M.V/illiams, A.Kosoff. 
Perfect dies. Brilliant proof. Second finest known. 

Low, in the H.G.Brown catalogue, #431, 10/1904, said 
that the edge liettering is squashed flat on this as on all 
known originals; Chapman, in the Stickney sale, made the 
same remark. Therefore, edges like 1833-4-5 halves? 

411? Lammot duPont estate. Said to have been discovered in 
Richmond during the war; then to E. Cogan, Col. M.I. 
Cohen of Baltimore; H.S.Adams, L.G.Parmelee (1876), 
H.G.Sampson, Major W.B.Wetmore, James H. Manning, 
Elmer Sears, B.Max Mehl. No decent photographs avail¬ 
able, but those I have seen indicate that this piece is 
VG and apparently from perfect dies. In the Stickney 
catalogue Chapman said that this weighs 410 grains. 

? C.F.Childs estate, ex C.A.Watters (Glendening, June 

1917), H. Chapman, V. Brand, R. Green 1945. Described 
to me as perfect dies and a toned proof. 


CLASS II. Second reverse, plain edge. 

8 2 III -- 381.5 Smithsonian. Mint Coll., No. 569. Supposedly one of four 

struck in 1858 (two melted, another supposedly in Britain). 
Overstruck on cut-down Bern (1857) shooting-thaler, Dav. 
378. Brilliant, cleaned proof. 

Obverse die retouched at stars; starting to yield in center. 
(Query. Does it show traces of the crack? Condition of 
reverse die? Check with Dr. Clain=Stefanelli.) 





9 


8 


VIII? VI 


? 


UnknowQ customer of Stacks (from ’’Davis-Graves" sale, 
#1333, misdescribed as origiual). Ex Haseltine, Oct. 23, 

1877, R.C.Davis, Haseltine, G.M.Klein, ’Vicksburg Cabinet" 
(Woodward, 1888), J.C.Randall for R.C.Davis, JohnN.Hale, 
W.B.Hale, R.H.MuU, Parke=Bemet Galleries (1950), Mrs. 
Fullerton (daughter of Mrs. Graves), unknown intermediary. 
Stack auction. VF; obverse buckled and cracked, reverse 
somewhat buckled. 

10 9 VII Kach & Sons, O.H.Berg, T.Hairrison Garrett, J.W.Garrett, 

NOT SEEN Johns Hopkins University/ Deeply toned Proof? Reverse 

double struck. Dies buckled, obverse cracked. 

Amon Carter, Jr., ex J.W.Haseltine, Phineas Adams (1876?); 
Ahlbom, Lyman sale (1913), Waldo Newcomer, Col. Green, 
A.J.Allen, Percy A. Smith, catalogue (I am not sure that 
he ever owned the coin^ .as Mehl referred to this piece 
always and only as the A.J.Allen specimen). 

Impaired proof. Buckled and cracked dies. 

Mehl, in his descriptive catalogue of the Amon Carter 
Sr. estate, said that the edge lettering on this coin is 
much clearer than on the originals. This could be checked. 

Lammot duPont estate, ex Mint, Coiner’s Dept., H.R. 
Linderman, Low sale 6/28/87 (not held), Scott 84th Sale 
2/28/88; James Ten Eyck, 1922. 

Chase Manhattan Bank Museum of Mq neys of the World, 
ex Jos. Rosenthal’s 6bne, J.W.Ellsworth. VF. Pictured 
in ANS 1914 as the "Rosenberg" specimen. 

A.Kosoff, ex W.M.Hydeman; ex Wm. Idler, J.W.Haseltine, 
H.O.Granberg, ^W.H.Woodin, W.C.Atwater, W.W.Neil. 
Cleaned proof. Dies severely buckled and cracked. Wire 
edge filed down. Dies aligned . 

On all the Class III coins there is a rust spot in the die at U of UNITED thus: ’‘U Thte varies in 
extent. There is always some flatness in central regions of obverse and reverse. Obverse die 
shows varying states of a crack through tops of LIBERTY and/two adjacent stars at left. Reverse 
die shows varying states of buckling near center and under wings. These failures seem to be 
least progressed on No, 8 (Class II), most on Nos. 11 and 14--subject to revision as specianens 
become available for examination. 


11 10 VI 


416.25 






12 12 XI 

NOT REEN 


13 13 X 


415.48 


14 


411? 





Dear Eric; 



Would have written earlier but I have been ill. 

To save time I am not making carbons, so if TJecessary you can forward this or a digest or 
a copy to Ken Bressett. 

I have recently examined the Chase Bank (Rosenthal) 1804 dollar and must make the collowing 
corrections on the description: 

Edge lettering not blundered nor doubled,* merely weak in places--squashed but not nearly as much 
as on the restrike 1833-4-5 halves or original 1804 dollars(*Doubling might be from sa||ie^cg.us^e^i^2) 
No corrosion or pitting on edge despite what Vernon Brown said--it was merely discoloration. 

The correet spelling is O. C. Bosbyshell (not ''BobysheH” nor ’’BosysheU"). I know this from his 
own signatures on Archives documents. 

The coin is better than VF but apparently was cleaned long ago. 

It is one of the very earliest of the Class III restrikes, to judge by the die conditions. The obverse 
crack does not extend very far over stars at left; the reverse is only slightly bulged and the rust 
mark at U, while plain, is small. 

I gravely doubt the history Rosenthal gave on the grounds (1) that it is. uhMkelyi that any Class IlT s 
were made "foity years before 1893”, (2) that $75 or whatever the things sold for (it is not too 
likely to have been less) was a tremendous sum for a freedman in the 1850* s olr60* s. It is possible, 
however, that the frtedman might have had it as a bequest (or a theft?) from a former owner. 

I had no opportunity to compare the letteri qg on the Chase Bank 1804 with that on an earlier dollar 
but will try to do so shortly. I am inclined to think that you are most likely to get a loan (or at 
least an opportunity to study) a Class III dollar if you try Johns Hopkins or the Chase Bank, i.e 
some institutionalized piece- the institution will be less ccncemed whether we cut the throat of 
the 1804* s as a class. 

I withdraw any claims I made concerning letter/numeral punches on 1804 $10. On rechecking my 
notes I find I was working not from Eliasberg* s coin at the time but from an imperfect photograph 
as compared with E*s 1804, in plastic. 

H^lf dollars from 1804 on seem tolhave remained in bank vaults rather than circulating extensively-- 
Gresham* s law was in operation, and worn Spanish silver fractions (which were after all legal 
tender until 1857) circulated preferentially. This is of course why the vast majority of bust type 
halves are in Fine to EF condition, why comparatively few are strictly mint state and equally few 
are well worn. That they are in collectors* hands at all is ascribedlto bank failures, the defunct 
banks having carried these coins for decades as cash on hand. This therefore is why the half dollars 
didn*t get melted up the way the dollars did. Banks were of course the major customers for coins 
(from the Mint) those days, and they wanted $5*s, 50^ and 1^ almost exclusively. Evidence for 
this can be found in the Bullion Ledgers & Jouraals in the Archives. I printed some of it (the 1815 
story) in my Silver Coins monograph. 

Possibly the 1834 letter (John Forsythe to the Director of the Mint, 11/11/1834) can be located in 
the Archives. Holverstott every once in a while turns up something I could not find, like the 1873 
documents Harry Boosel lately published. 

Write Kosoff for a picture of the Hydeman restrike. It was made long after the Chase Bank coin. 

One of you asked for references on my claim that the Mint started making restrikes on a more or 
less official basis in 1859. This is in my article ’’Semi-Official Restrikes”, Numismatist, Oct, 1953 
pp. 1038-9. I qupte a letter of J.R.Snowden on the subject. 

I still haven’t been able to get through to Louis Werner. Getting coherent sentences out of him is like 
trying to pull teeth from the statue of Atlas in Rockefeller Center. Best- VV ) 




Dear Eric: 

After writiag the last letter you received from me, I found yours 
of 22 March (mislaid). / Peale might very well have taken dies 
home, as we know he was custodian of them; he left the mint in 
1854. / So far as I know there are only the one obverse and one 
reverse for the°i804 eagle, and I have examined several dozen 
of them in various grades. Ff the letter, numeral & star punches 
are not the same on the 1804 $ and eagle, why shoud the beading 
be? miy not check the beading on the 1836 Gobrecht dollar instead? 
As for medals pre-1840, Loubat lists all those known to me and 
the only ones that might have been made in the inint would certainly 
be included. If you have no copy of I.oubat available let me know & 
r 11 check. Flirst was paid by the mint for medals but I don’t know 
if he used mint tools or presseci. (He was a Parkinson’s disease 


case, incidentally.) 





Eric P. Newman 
Edison Bros, stores 
400 Washington Ave. 
Sit. Louis 2, Mo. 







Dear Eric, 


V- 


I think the idea that the 1804 class III dollars buckled Vbecause the 
edge lettetttng was put on after the coins were struck* is crazy-- 
not in the bop sense of that word either. Were this true, one wsx 
would not expect a correlation between the degree of buckling and 
other die failures; one would in fact expect a more or less con¬ 
stant degree (and placement & extent) of buckling. But this is not 
what the coins show. There is central obverse weakness, which 
is least on the earliest ones like the Chase Bank coin, and most 
on the Idler coin*; there are revr bucklings above & below left 
center, which likewise develop, Being severe enough on the Idler 
coin to^render details obscure. These bucklings develop along 
with the obv.mie-erack and the rev. rust mark at U. They show 
every indication of being a result of progressive die failure. 





Eric P. Newman 
Edison Bros. Stores 
400 Washington Ave. 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 







Dear Enc: ^ 

If Peale recovered dies with Eckfeldt he must have done so in or be¬ 
fore 1838. The Mint Cabinet^:ollections were founded by Adam E. in 


that year with coins he had saved since 1792, both made by the mint 
(& the 1792* s made at John Harper* s place) & brought into the mint. 
The collections also contained minerals & ores, and at one time sup¬ 
posedly counterfeits (this has been lately denied so I guess the TD 
seized the " " " ), and old dies. The Forsyth letter I couldn*t find 

in NA despite long search; I think it is on display in the Phila.Mint & 
that Lynn couldn*t get a copy because the people he wrote to didn*t 
recognize it. Next time he or I get to the Mint it will be looked up.# 
Check to see if JHU and other 1804-111* s have rim file marks. This wa 

done on 1/2 ^*s(^restrikes onl^long after 1859, not on 1859-60 coins. 
Microscopic ex^ of obv.(photo) of 1804* s (I) convinces me that round 
beads, not bullet-nosed radials, used on border. Typographi cal style 
not consistent j with 1804 either . #Not all old screwpresses discarded in 












Dear Eric, 


^ I ' ' 6 


J ust saw yours of 5 May. #If the III* s were all made at same time 
howcome different degrees of die failure? Much still has to be done- 
like Lynn* s aidea of arranging photos of all known II-III* s in order 
of increasing side of rustmarks (not only near U), obv. die crack, 
central bulging, etc. They maybe we can confirm or throw out KB* s 
idea that II-III coins all made in 1859 or whenever. The doublestrikg | 
suggests a different occasion to me, perhaps a different press.#If 
the 1845 quote on $ being discontinued from Riddell* s monograph on 
the $silver "good & bad"? K so,. hiw info may not date beyond 1838 
when(approx.) he entered mint service at New Orleans; before fhen 

hearsay. # Archives letters dismissal Thave seen, but^ve 

few Jlnotes on “ 
the brouhaha 
1851 & 53. esj 
with it. # 50(ps 



Gresham* s law bit, particularly in view of 1 
Rittenhouse $ (see Willem article in NSB). Change 
always short. Bank demands,usually 
specified $5’s, 50i .^f'AND 

in anyquantity. Possibly ft»:^pl^d^|illed by gj 
Spanish silve r &c.? Best ^ 

( THIS SiPE OF ADDRESa. 


Eric P. Newman Edison Bros. Stores 
400 Washington Ave. 

St.Louis 2, Mo. 










. > r ^ ^ 


Friday A.M. 

Dear Erip, 

I go along with your idea concerning the 1804 $ story. I think Bressett also wants 
coauthorship, however, for which he can hardly be blamed. After all, he did finally 
get the correct story about the legendary seventh ’'original” specimen (the one now 
in the C.F.Childs estate). 

John Ford however is causing me trouble. He thinks I should forget about Bressett, 
drop association with Lynn, tell the Whitman outfit to go to hell, and concentrate on 
coauthorship with you on a publication to be done by ANS. Were I to do this I would 
feel like, and be, an ungrateful swine. After all, Lynn Glaser and Bressett have 
done research, and Lynn came up with the entirely original idea that by examining the 
dollars (or at worst good photographs of them) one could determine the order and 
possibly the approximate time of manufacture. Moreover, he has succeeded in doing 
just that for several of the restrikes. Ford seems to have the notion that Bressett 
is nothing but a flunky of 'Whitman and therefore incompetent, and that Lynn Glaser 
is nothing but a young punk incapable of writing a correct sentence unless he copies 
it out of a book. But I personally think that you are right, that Yeoman could make a 
commercial venture out of it, that Ford is shooting his mouth off at the wrong time 
and about the wrong people, and that the four of us--you, Lynn Glaser, Ken Bressett 
and myself--could put out a publication better than any one of us could do separately. 
And without duplication of effort. So kindly tell Ford to call off his dog. 

Your suggested title is OK by me. Lynn wanted to include in it the complete restriking 
story as it concerns the silver dollar denomination, because of the tie-up between the 
1804 and the 1801-2-3 restrikes and the Gobrechts and others. This can be worked out 
between us, just how much to include and where are natural limits of the subjectmatter. 
I have sent off your duplicate letter to Lynn Glaser as requested. You should hear from 
him directly. 

A meeting might possibly be arranged between the four of us if you are going to be^ in 1 
New York around the time of the Metropolitan convention, or in Boston around the 
time of the ANA convention. 

Leagerly.await your next steps on this project. 


Best, 




December Ih, 1961 


Mr. Walter Breen 
120^ Peralta Avenue 
Berkeley 6, Calif. 

Dear Walter: 

You mentioned in one of your articles that you 
located a letter describing the blank raised 
border as superior to any hitherto produced and 
that this letter was written about the time of 
the resumption of half dime coinage on July i;, 
l829« I am at the office and do not know whether 
this is in your Silver Coinage at the U.S.Mint 
or in another article. Would you be nice enough 
to let me know the exact date of this letter. 

The National Archives apparently cannot locate 
it and I am ordering a microfilm of the corres¬ 
pondence during that period. 

You will be pleased to know that the text in the 
l80li Dollar mater has citatiohs to your writings 
so often that I ought to put a note at the bottom 
that the reader ought to read all of Jfalte r Breen’ s 
works, first, before he reads this book. 

I will appreciate your cooperation in locating 
this letter. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 





/ ? ■ 


Gxnvofit,; Dy(i:elf^7 4 GalX 


I>?ar 3ioc, 

'‘:: cur letter .:t\i*;aited me cn. n!>' 'etuiii fi'oni .nTC.. 

The i(jtt:r aTiKl5!ig to the HarV raised rira s^irio'mdlag beadiug is Iroie 
Girectcr ( f the Mint (Sar-uel M' ere?) to the Sfx^y of the Treasury, aur.cuciag 
resurept’on of TriiiTi'dlme oouiage July 4, hS29. I cc not bive the 'O^iacl date but 
it v;>ould have been vdctliln a fev; days either A'ay^ of July -h I'd fiB.d tlie copy I 
made of the oriv-'nal document ovraild he jcetrercely .;irue-cr 111 : 01031 : 4 . Tthinc the 
origiral publjealiou v?an ir t!.e CCJ ’’Teport ;a Proofs, Restrikes,..." early In 
1951--•dm thing never intended for publicatioa; I albx'ed to it ia rny Silver 
Coins niouograph and several other places, dight no’,'.’ T o-m ccice-ccii’ gly pir.ssed 
for time as I leave: three tem paiiers to write. 

I arc still htx froir pleased ’with ti e 1804 matter. I suppose yo’j^ ve seen 
'Ihon.pson*'s discovery in the Craphook"-tb.is seeuis to put liirits on dates between 
which 1304* s c:uld or could not lave boon sti’uck. I gravely ic:jbt tbait tlvs bfroes 
3 .*emaij-.'‘.d sealed for long after 186711 












L>n;- K'^r» 


2 VU 3 >:o / o’ 3 i., Ber 


BalL 




i 


i.w 

w-y^ 


^ 

.) 


Cvilley prc'fji oC 7 ''i;.’:r \ av>a5t<5d n-'-? oa ir^j retura fc^lie moatb frr'ii^ fe^rne iV5-l:i, k N'j'B, aa-l ap* 

psroatly Ai\d b.'x-.a ‘avatting taast th'm iivf. -iSfe^Jw. T Wve beer. e.-;ctr''^r'-.jbj/ bti&y sioce 

Ibea ‘vvt'ih .'..'.y M4 thesis flaishe*.*. Cijly aav?' fcavi I lui tSve*! a fyw miaiite':i t?:- glye.tli^.in a 


r ^ : ra liap'-es-'-e-i v;itb the thorc-i^m^ss cf the bor-k^s aovergge and the reUtivsly sn:all'aami»ei 

e terrors 

I assiamsi ibat it*i to.-^ !at.e f^r asy pre-jfr^arliag tv te-^b* ,¥>rtii;vbdre, f V‘>hr iaf:t/i .adec: 


g^’l?e.y 3 "Way ia yeu oa Eric oa-ti.lght that ?*t«icK-g iirdslabclad the ”u£vla*CT8vog*' 

coin aa "original’'? Afraid :>( a libel suit? Yoa^ll get ,&ae anr/Way* ty r«xr*or b-:; i^.xafate. 

Sail)a»d (not SciRiabl} W>lfeott. 

•Director (not Di ract'^i'y) of the Ml>!£. last^ ; 

galley 5: Bolender (not EoJlender). a^sd.^ ct^® at f^afesebai,- M Fasel^L • > : ' 

in addition to the 1805 quarter altered fet jriat to becosDe 1806/5, tiaa i$05 quarter eagle ob\^ was alisrsi:! 
to bacoiae 1806/5. au uaoffictal addMoB to tHs ro^er is, tsfcoiirse, the 1803 S-261 cent which was ” *’ 
to make the so3=ca.Ued 18 04 ’'restrike’*. ' 


gallsy 6: delece ) after 469,496) 

galley 9: American hfecMnlsi (not -estK addlttoaa! refe la aot^ 35, 36: Str John Craig, ’The mm", 
platv* IX Si pp. 162 “3, aad cf. G,W11 soq P<^k, "Bngiish Copper, Ha k Bronze Ccins in the BritMiis”p.l42. 

J also hope you dida*t forget x to add the legmds on the edge die®. Aad ia 4th f Ixorc bottom It^s 
toggle, not togle. 

I woul d have added on ^lley 10 that on pirevioas yesxs the ssyle of numerals used on eagles corren^pond® 
exactly to those used on half dollars, ia some cases the same piaiches being used. Consistency in style 
is to be exilpeeted because of the same puncteaaker desigaing and febricating all these punches. But the 
numerals used on the 1804 daflar are altogeti^r unlike those on other denominations, suggesting a different 
punchmaker. ((On rereading; I find that roost of this Is actually covered.)) The 4 in 1804 $ lo )ks more like 
plleyll: terminus, not termiaous. (in f "IHe Br^ks) that in 1840 cents! 

’The obverse and reverse dies are hardened steel, aad in feiUng they would crack and not bend." 'This is 
a false conclusion. Hardened dies did often buckle centrally: of. both revs of Liberty Cap 1793 cents, 
many revs, of 1794. rev. of 1804 half peg Gilbert 1, many ethers. Central feilure of this kind is very 
common ur^il the mid 1330*'s and probeMy^ter than that(but is l^s often noticed since dies were usually 
replaced shortly after failure began to become evident). 

galley 12: same reverse, not sam ereverse (middle of page) . 

galley 13: f just above "The Missing Curl Tip" confirmed by C^Wilson Peck, op.cit 143, 
galley 15. note 64, Stewart, not Steward. Gobrecht made l^ter and figure punches from 1824 on. 
galley 17; 1/3 way up gfroro bottom, should read "It would have spoiled the gift to put an 1804 dollar with 
the bust facing ri^t with other silver coins having a differetstly designed bust feeing left." not vice versa. 
Are notes 77 ft 78 transposed in texts? 

galley 18: I wculd add that the Pine Tree money in th? Mtut ves mostly obtal i r”! iiLO'-. iier ^ 

bjv'vT.t )n-. 

livv :ji at aucti'>ii, 6/?3/$4 (is t:alo7> tor $^^0. Miat 

•V'yjiii: 0 rg- ry ■>/ s.:-:;.;o lc56) fiot in. Mint Cut^ ths^fore- oMafccd v-ftf -. L';i4. i 

0;.v I’r?a Ivvi- 5, u i-T. ui:v. 19, mo #2(; i 

L‘-, i;oe i\.iclus-v.: Ir; Stuart M::LleT, • 

I.^.Finv Tree Sldllit.gs. i,.je 7 and 2. Cm of these froas 6/27/S2 (bus ineU? * at iM -3 * I 

. ?C. Ex Stuart Mr sher. ' ' ■ v -i 

^ ^ " '' *’ Lee 16 & 26. 5, 6.' , ^ 

Oak Tieu Sfxpt nc^i, 22. father this cr foilewing ex 6/27/82 aactlcn at $13. #7 
Xkx Pine bet 33. Mint Cat #8, 

Pins I tee 3d. ^soe 31, 36. Oue of the-e sx 9''?0/o2 auedoo, 33. 10 f 

C;ak Troe Twop«r.:.c.3’C.ro::h> 1"A3." Mint Cat #11. ' ' > 





' that involved ic the with © Sticka^ coiild imve l:«ea iav ^vevi 

'rhlf- mail 118 /at roost vue large FI Xllr tm& sn^all, a silpe^e iimer 0 »k or Fxm^, me Sd and oae 2d. 

Itvcntories of the ^iiot CaJhiaet far 1859 aad‘i869 are ia the Archives. They do not, go far as I 
Icdicate any itlie : Ivlasi^, silver than 'v?liEt is accounted for here. la any event, six pieces, aone of these 
extreme rarities, could hardly have been suffficieot to move themiut authorities very far in trading for 
their 1804 dollar: uiiisss indeed they were more ignorant than we give thero dlscre^i^ for being. 

Answers to some cf tlie gall^ 18questions: Possibly the Mint offlfciais pressured isfe,'/promising him 
(or even providing him| wit^other raxltles, Kow do we know he dldn^'t get his Brasher doubloon from th( 
Mint? The Mint was more Ibcely to have gold rarities than silver ones (see galley 15, material abo^ 
W.G*Steams>. There is no reason to believe that Stickney knew proofs were impossible prior to 1817: 
pro >flike silver coins of 1796 were wetl known even thai. There is no reason to assume tliat Stickney 
took the stage coach to Philadelphia solely to see the Mint peo|de. 

As for the gold 1785 Immune Columb^. the notion that it might have been made in 1843 Is open Co doubt 
until Eric can prove that the state of the obverse die is latex than it was la the Machin^ s Mill mulings 
with Vermont and haKpenny obvs. (KB-“you can help here; the die seems deteriorated in the MM muling 
galley 19: is It not possible that permission was orally granted to avoid legal complications? See the 
other letters quoted in my "Hundred Year Venf^tta*', soon to come out to the Scrapbook, 
galley 20: Jacob Bausch Edckfeldt was only 14 y^rs old in i860. I do not believe this is an argument 
against his involvemeto:, but I do think it may have Md somethiag to do with his unwillingness to talk ato 
mint history when questioned in tlwi 1930^ s. 

gailro- 21; 1/3 wa|7 d/^wp.^|me|B.Longacre, mt Joto. § "1851" 1/2^ die is probably That some of 
bettOBbssing ^ ^irSiitl tiSmlriliT'r " r r 1 by mt^m^ployeeB Is established by subsequent use of the rev. 
working die ■ rig. -.cade .for proof silver doEt-rg of !S57-3-9 cn patterns datedi 1871, 75 j»nd “^6. If one dje 
was so L>v.oer, others could have been. Moreover, it was easy to fabricate otb^r djejs lateron even if the 
origlnrls had been destroyed-"as long as the pon^it and ea^.e punches, numei^al puncl^i-etc., remalaec 
on l^nd. This is hew toe restrSke half dimes and crimes of 18^ gold $1 of 1865, |3 75 «.ame abt 

Snowden''s letter on galley 22 £$ tieretore chantcteTisable as contolatog at least mm blatant Ues("no reg, 
coinage ^ r oattern dies.,.except those dated i871*;^nd '1314: hwo (2) series of pattern coins struck which 
were sola to collectors" (be forgot to mcfitioaJSe aicketo of 1869, the 18/0 silver with regular 

reverses i STANDARD reverses as well as the reg, STANDARD SILVER typ^ the 1869 Longacre eaj^e, 

& 1869 mixed metal dimes). The 3rd lie Is in the claim that toe dies were decoyed immediately after 
the appointed number of Impressions had been made: 18^ in 1870 for some silver 

i^cterns. 

galley 23: Haseltine Type Taide Cat. (urly 1/2 way down) 
galley 24: AFFIDAVITS 


^11 ey 26: I suggest^the^namQ ”aovodels” for faeces like these which you call Mint struck cooies. This is 
the precise term us4^1§^WMSI^mism^tlcs. § Note 150,: Higgy, not Biggey. 

galley 27 : One of the ’T 804/3*' dollars Is ts the coU*a of Oaston DiBeUo. 1 S|iers dollar a silverplated 
electro? If so why was it listod as plMii c©l^r? Kow about the Straus coin which was shown to me in 1951 
as ex Newcomer, ex lluddart,; efx SFMint Ccli*^a? It is copper, not silverplated. § B ©lender 20 of 1800: if 
this has ”at least twice" (BolkwSttf or ”often"(NewmaB> been used for alteration to 1804. why have spe^= 
mens not turned up? The piece Is a Rarity A 

galley 2^ I suppose you know that Messrs AK ^ Sl OsttedmeT apparcr.tdy stll’ bcliece 

^ uolkirs—enufne, Note toe Koerff *Tla.i?tmted iz-v. 45L. Ic ciav Ic 

sary tr re-peat tL«i Newr ian rebuttal 

In ths sUiXitary. I wodd adc to Xas. 2(b),, and to© Clast I Ucrai .. isM.de as proofs. To No. 
3(c;; Oman coins of Classe-^ II and Si 3(d) .,<.all toe cotos of Ctoaas S ao J UI, 

No|f. 4(b) to not goo^i evidence as? stands, T course. 

No. ?J.mi.rc It ctrrtxted: the 1833-4-*5 im>es and I82J quarter are NOT fro.ro specUily cut die*'. The 
1827 qua. i ter res? T ikes are from tae original obverse. The Saif dollars with cru.sbed e ige* lettegiag bear 
a reverse lisei .on o TgiitSils of 1336, JJ Ftamaa has one of these and I have seen others. 


,tX.4 ?- 




Grave St 


(^Li 


•* i^': V ^uk .:n-’- r.v^v i' 

/ *. -'i.^. ' t': - X--. 

•••: i- nror^ 

1 i;'^j '. ' '*4.:,^ w.' ■ 


■ 


■h ' - : '^V 

Xr- il: .:: \, 

:,‘y '-f-.ti'l * ;iil 


oi4r^^ ti-K.l i ' DzvXi- 7 u V‘'2: 

9‘^toft'e anyway. If r.\mx .bvj6 gi^ilcle.. ? 


a -Wtry \h Irri3^i-'L ijaw*! you ar .SHc '.t 
co*na*i Afr-,;.I 

J.L-Cu 1 fv >'; W oi .jTi. 

; -ftor (a*:. D* rcizi'- r-) '.f iii? ;A' 2 . :.n A '> v 

ga^Jay 5: XhlivArir \^rx'\ •'*• r) rwU'^ oi 3. fiv.c.;:jL‘, act ^^^it;^-‘L 

Jl rjfc'iTlot lo thfc 10r'£ i:ii;irt«r tlter-rd c lat ta fc=2:i.K^ !d'}5/'>, iits I?.: 5 : £ug- s 'v 

"'> ‘)tcoii-1- IS?'6/5. Al .AOil’JlcUil i'. it’iUri r.i r . ‘•iwr cfo. 4 a 9«, t'-v^ ISf ? 5-261 4;er.t v;hich ' 
l«- iT-are th<i ^-craatUed IB :A 'rarjtrtlc«”. 
gal-sy 6; iil9;e ) aftvr 46V,‘•96) 

gaJJiry Ar3cr.*^ATi (Let * i:«7>v .t'-J.r "ial reft irvci'oi5^ 37, -V! ; S*.r I->.u Craig, ”Th- 


. renze C, 
A.'id ia ^rj 


th»2 BrJtMUii 
ircro Ljottor": 1/^ 


!, ■Cili;& usi^d oa c''vglfc.; ccriv* 
: h^t-^ 'Xad. r;y 


i>lat? IX ?i ^ 162 a, uad cf C^Wl/h^ii PccV, 'F^-.g’jvb C'.'ptcr, Tiii.: L renze O-^• 

I also hope you didti*^ forget e t add Ui*? legsr/dn o\ 'bt* edge 
toggle, aottogie. 

I T^oul d have added on galley 1 C that on prsvlc v ^^rc tr-c ^tv i i ■ f 
exactly to those used on half dollarg. In ocB^e iXv sux-.ts }Xuiiv 

is to be a« 4 (^«cted because of the same punchinaker de^ig^j g --rJ f . wri'v tlag ali these purf^he?- . ;ij 
riuir.erals used on the 1804 dolkr are altogether unlike these on other deioroi- > 19 , suggestir.g a d 
punchmaker. ((On rereading: I find that most of this Is act ially covered.)) The ^ ‘r 1 X 4 $ iook> rr 
galley 11 : terminus, not terminous. (In ? "Die Breaks) in ce-^s! 

"The obverse and reverse dies are hardened steel, arid in faH.'^g t'^ey uld crack and lot herd " T' 
a false conclusion. Hardened dies did often buckle cectraTy:; cf. .ootc revs of Liberty Cap 1793 c 
many revs, of 1794 . • • rev. of 18 C 4 half cent Gilbert 1 . many (ibers. Ceetr&l feiijre of this kind is 
common until the mid I 830 ‘'s and probab^^iSfr Ciaa tnaUbut io Je^s often noticed s; dies were 
replaced shortly after failure began to become evident), 
galley 12 : same reverse, not sam erevers^ (middle of page) 

galley 13 : 5 just above "The Missing Curl Tip" confirmed by C.Wilson Peck, op.cit, 143 . 
galley 15 : note 64 , Ste'wart, not Steward. Gobrecht made letter aad figure punches from 1824 on. 
galley 17 : 1/3 way up gfroro bottom, should read "It would have spoi.h d the gift to put an 18 D 4 dolla: 
the bust fticlng rig^t with other silver coins having a differeiitly designed bu.Ht fbclng left." vice 
Are notes 77 81 78 transposed in texts? 

galJey 18 : I would add that the Pinfc Tree money i.i n-' : 4 iu 7 Q!ibU» 1 “*’a? : ‘ x', Xy a • ^ 


foyerj^o’^.v. 

;n 1ZI ^to2 in-C OltRlnecl tet a‘:cU>tw •' 

W;C.:;:r rg ry s c:: 17 3 ^' i^ hV: 

CldlcTfetf ‘7o.e5, 'C\2Ariy ^nc. De.Cv IX l'3^i^5 
ptj. L.De t.4. Pirit'caec! hM dtrn.ik K ..Ki. 

e Tiims 5hi)!l gi / 7 <.r\d 2, Ci-. of 

• 3 m *'• ’* *’ 7 hu lO/Li^ br.url Vi^ t.her, 

i-2n ** " l4C.f» ."t -a 2'' •./ 7, 6 

T : ^ = S: q- 'jc’:. 22. cr .hUcY^-iig l, 

T4.i rise '■ ^Lt 23. ViLt C^it ^ 

Pj.t..‘! T^^f .74, M>; >4, ;>6, O^e o4 c< 9/?..-/:.2 aU' 
Gal Ti'^i ‘*Crc :h> 1 -A 3 /’ 


'^/D uh 

S4X -7. X. X.' . ,,..c ^ 

w3ur'.‘PtrafaTe-oVrqf.'»^A: 13*4^ 

e fro fin 3i.icTiOT\ 4/17/32 % 


Li-: Ml. r? 








-ir ifr 3d.rd. 

'f’ ^ca;»Tle 3 » (if ths yjat CiJhindt frr tlS-' add 1869 ACfi *l tb.- Ar.>3M<(cs. *lmy •Jr' ^t. to U* nsl 
U ;l* - 1 *« any ‘Jtasir ivH*. . ul! 7 rir tikan -TlAt iU: aocoutitejJ for lierc. .la any <jve:it, six plecvss. liont \ 
yuttrstiQo imrtdes, could b»ir<fly haYd been S'offflcient to naova iliisrolut aiit^nTities v-'^ty fej* Sr. 
thch: 1804 dollar: unJest iwUivd tliey -^fxa mon .jtk rjiaf than glv< tJfcitsra 
Kn^yrnTt to some cf the gnUt^y ISquestictss: Por £lb:y the M3::t offacMo precfiuroa 
(or even protldlog hiir| vflAother rmritiee. Hovi do we know be cildn*t get his Br&sher dcufcloon frti 
IAi*7 Tlie Ml at wni Dore^tly to hnye gold mrities than silver ones (see galley 15, luaterlal aboui 
W.GJSteams). There Is no reason to believe that Stlckney knew proofs were Impossible prior tc 1817fr 
proofUke silver coins of i796 were weil known even then. There is no reason to assume that Stlclfoey I 

took the stage coach to Philadelphia solely to see the Mint peo|de. , 

As for the gold 1785 Immune Columbia, the notion that it might have beoa made in 1843 is open f. d:,ubt ' 
until Eric can prove that the state of the obverse die Is later than it Wiiij in the M^h^*' a Mill muii:<^ , 
with Vermont and hallpeimy obvs. (KB—you can help here; the die seems deterictated in the MM ni'iiiag8.)| 
galley 19; is It not possible that permission was orally granted to avoid legal complications? See the 
other lettera quoted in my "Hundred Year Vendetta", soon to come out in the Scrapbook, 
galley 20: Jacob Bauach Edckfeldt was only 14 years old in 1860. I do not believe this Is an argumet^t 
against his Involvement, but I do think it may have had something to do with his unwillingness to talk al)t 
mint history when questioned in the 1930^ s. 

galley 21: 1/3 wav'dgw^Jarpes^B Longacre, not John. § "1851" 1/2^ die is probably 18|1.. That seme of 
tiiatoiMBing dlesSHHHiifl by ming^^iapxoyee i is ..atuV.1.s.hf d bt j ibseqcejLt j «;$ y' 

worklag die orjg, Miade .for yKoot allvc^r doll;- rj or .!8V’T*S'l' .u iiatft! tST!,. 75 ur.4 76. I. " jile’v 

“(W SC lildatT’, others cojJd luive boei, Mortvj'/er, it wua ea'-y to fatrlcike x’h^r dJrs ’att^rotj e '<u' 5r thj 
origins Is had been destroyed--as long as the j;iortf.tlt aid put/cb^s Dtmera.' pucc^^efc.. rrTa*.^ti??i | 
oa hand. This is how the restrike half dimes and trimes of 1844 $1 of .^.353, $3 75 'zar' *, zC i. 

Snowd«a*s IsSter ou gslioy 22 ir t.\fer'?tfore eJiS'^^i'lerlsable as ix: trjrdsg at lesst tuae hlatanr Jies("r!* fv'g. 

pattera dies.o.except thc«e dar:e-1 XSJl'V aid ’*h*j£ two ( 2 ) of pat'v^m colas stri'ck x j.c' 

itare sold to collectcts’ (be forgot to mention the nickels of 1869, the silver with 

reverses t STAblDARD reverses as well as the reg. STANDARD SILVER type, the 1869 Lopgaert 
8t 1869 fcitxsd metaJ. dimes). The 3rd lie is in the claim destroyed H fr r 

the appointed number of impressions had been made: l^(>9 in 1870 fer some r 

pett^ma. 

galley 23; Haseltl&e Typo Table Cat. (nrly 1/2 way down) 

galley 24; AFFIDAVITS | 

galley 26; I suggestIhe nam^ **novodels” for pieces like these which 3 rott call Mint struck copies. This I-? ^ 
the precise term uaSftl^SfiwSSI^iumlsmatlcs. § Note 150: Hlggy, not Hlggey. 

galley 17 : One of the "1804/3” dollars is In the coll* a of Gaston DIBoUd. § Steers dollar a silveipUt d 
electro? If so why was it listed as plain copper? How about the Strtus celt which was shown to me i ;Sl 
at sac Newcomer, ex Haddart, «t SFKflnt CoIi*n? It is copper, not allverplated. S Balender 20 of IsCC: if 
tills has "at least twice" (BalenJer) or "often"(Nswman) been uaed for alteration to 1304, why have spex:!^ 
mens not tamed up? The piece la a Rarity 8L 

gidley 2B I aiq^se you know that Messrs AK fi ri*ti 8. ipp-u sil;, t l.‘ ' *! ' 

r* gc-'u!* / .SiU h 1 

3 »ry tr rsf^ tb-. Ntaru ti r-ib!atil 

In ths sumnuiry. I wjild add tt- X:o~ *d;h/ , jvx d the .‘.8* CliJti -i "cH-.a 

3(c;: oasaB coin* of Cliust*- IT and V.1 .^51 hv? c :f.n^ if Jluxiu-. 

Nr |^. -i(b> It ijo; goo-l wider,* e \i:< ir ahi tcis, f coLriso 

So. ?7.infeja It ccrrectad: ti»e baT.ves arni 1327 quarter are NOT from nprcAi’y ; js dfn, 

U27 .iJiTtrr rvsfTjlhi-s k;**s from t'-e crigfatil otve • T.itifs.si’' s* wJtr erj^bed <rlgi glag 
a r' 7 : rse baei on origidHa of 1336. JJPiJtjnaLi bu: v.&v of to«4fci cad I li^yt 7ecL others. 


t:i te as jecefs. 

2 " 


Tc Nc. 




May 31,X962 



Mr. Walter Breen 
2 U 02 Grove Street 
Berkeley I;, California 

Dear Walters 

Ken sent me a copy of yonr letter with respect to 
the I 80 U Dollar book and I certainly thank yon for 
yonr perceptive comments. Ton have no idea how mnoh 
work I pnt into this project. 

I am making as many of the corrections which yon 
pointed out althongh a few of them I already had made 
before yon wrote. 

There are certain points, however, which I feel yon 
should give me further data on if you have it. 

What do yon think the 1827 quarters are? 

Do you believe that the square base 2 die was made 
at the same tine as the curled base 2 die? 

Do they have the same reverse? 

In the use of the word "novodels”, does that cover 
"fantasies” as well as copies of previous pieces? 

I cannot use yonr argument on the Pine Tree coinage 
which Stickney gave the Mint because there were other 
rarities which were unnamed and I would leave myself 
vulnerable. 

I am very interested in your source for your inform¬ 
ation that Jacob Bausoh Kokfeldt was unwilling to 
talk about Mint history when questioned in the 1930*s. 
Is this published somewhere so that I could quote it? 









Page 2 

Mr. Walter Breen 


May 31, 1962 


I found out that he had two older brothers and either 
of these could have been the peddlers of the re strikes* 

I look forward to seeing your "Hundred tear Vendetta" 
as I aw sure it is full of your fascinating findings. 

I just learned that bick Johnson is no longer with 
the Coin World and that Don taxay has left New Nether¬ 
lands for a year. 

I was threatened with a lawsuit on the 180U and 1805 
Zerbe dollars and so a few threat* wore or less will 
not bother me now. 

Thank you, again, for your excellent suggestions. Xou 
are the only one who really understands the full 
implication of what I am talking about. The pictures 
for the book will help the cause along very much. 

Please let me hear from you promptly on the foregoing. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





2402 Grove St., Berkeley 4 

after June 8 ; c/o Bashlow, 241 6th Ave., NYC 14 




% 


"'7 

f, 
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I, 


Dear Eric, 

Briefly: I have just gotten out of hospital & am still v^oozy, 

y<Wayte Raymond told me this) 

1827 quarters: restrikes are from original obverse die, rushed and repolished, and 
reverse of 1819 B-2. At least six restrikes in silver kno'wnC^ supposedly three but more 
likely five or six in copper known, struck in either 1858-60 or 1867'and possibly both 
as specimens are known with varying stages of rust on the dies. Earliest ones are dull 
proofs e.g. Eliasberg'^s, which is struck over an 1806 quarter dollar (date shows, but 
variety undecipherable as not enough else shows). The use of old dies unaltered justifies 
the term "restrike" for this coin, in contrast to a novodel like the 1801 brilliant proof 
dollar. The square-based 2 die was made several years BEFORE the curved-base 2 
die, since you ask--eight years before, to be exact. 

,, date 

The term ’’novodels" does include, as I use it,/fantasies such as the 1804 dollars. But 
it would not include an entirely new design, e.g. the so-called half dime in copper, .high 
relief, of 1800, AW 20. 

Let me help out again. I have had access to catalogues of the mint cabinet collection. There 
are actually very few pieces (other than regular issue US coins) traceable to periods before 
1859 and therefore to either Adam Eckfeldt, Stearns trades, Ropei^trhdes, or Stickney^trade|. 
I have already accounted for the Mass, sileer. The Lord Baltimore XII, VI and IV were there 
before 1859 but are in cruddy condition; the corroded L.Balt.Penny is a duplicate from the 
Robt. C.H.Brock colLn (1896); the Carolina Elephant was bought at auction Oct.l4, 1895 at 
$50 (Winsor?); the Woods & Rosa .Lmer'^s are ordinary and were mostly bought at auction 
6/30/±89c 1882; the Higleys are fakes, all but one which (Cro. VIII, 24 type) was bought 6/27/82 
at auction for $75 (Bushnell?); I omit the common colonials from now on. The Virginia 'Penny'' 
is traceable back before 1859 and may have been part of a trade. The "pattern” Fligio, N. 
1-CC, goes back a longtime (probably before 1859) but was subsequently to 191A stolen. 

The only other rarities traceable back that far: a worn Continental dollar in pewter, an 
almost unc. 1792 Getz half dollar in copper, plain edge, small & thick, and a 1795 Lib & 
Security halfpenny with Birmingham, Redruth & Swansea edge; plus the Brasher Doubloon 
mentioned earlier. My sources: notebok in possession olfV.Clain-Stefanelli, ''Mint Cabinet 
Accounts & MenDranda’'', 1859-1904, plus Mint Cabinet inventories of 1859 and 1869 in the 


^ Archives. 






t 

o 

J' 


Re Jacob Bausch Eckfeldt: look up Stewart''s History, p.86. I think thiw was also confirmed 
in the Numismatist around 19 38?when someone wrote an article about the Mint Eckfeldts. 

Lawsuits be damned. We're entirely in the right so let those characters bluster and threaten 
as they please: they can''t win unless by utmost crookedness e.g. having a local judge in their 
pockets. Til testify on your behalf if necessary, as an "expert witness", and by God Td even 
shave for the occasion if necessary. v> '; ovjX . 

If you need a picture of the Zerbe*^'!805^ dollar taken around 1954 or ''55 let me know. I have 
it; it''s not very good but it DOES show what may be toolmarks around the tampered stars. 
These signs of alteration would be among the first to go under sandblasting or etching. As I 
remember (and photo confirms) the coi.i was VERY deeply tarnished ^t^ datep Best, 






October 2 , I 96 I 


Mr. R.H.M.Dolley 
^he British Museum 
Department of Coins and Medals 
London W.C, 1 , England 

Dear Michael: 

In connection with a book I am writing on the 
United States l80ii dollar, I find several 
references to an inference that the British 
Museum has such a coin in its collection. 

Would you or a proper person in your department 
advise me whether you have a United States 
dollar dated l 80 li or not and, if so, whether 
it has a lettered edge, or a plain edge, whether 
it is an electrotype or not, and any other data 
as to its date of acquisition, etc. If you 
do have one I will have a few further questions 
after hearing from you. 

Vvith kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMJIN 

i^OO Washington Avenue 

3t.Louis 2 , Missouri 

U.S.A. 


EP>I/atb 




EEPARTMENT OP COINS AND JffiDALS, 
BEHTISH MUSEUM, 

LONDON, W.G.l. 


cmA. 

Your ref: EEN/atb 


10th October, I 96 I. 


Mr, E, P, Newman, 
i400, Washington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U, S, A, 

Dear Mr, Newman, 


In the absence of Mr, Dolley I have been asked 


to reply to your letter, I am afraid that there is no 
specimen of the United States 1804- dollar in our 
collection,consequently I must suppose that references to 
such a piece here are mistaken, I am sorry to disappoint 
you in your enquiry. 


Yours sincerely. 





ON HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S SERVICE 



ENCLOSURE; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 
























Hovember lii, 1961 


Mr. Vprnon L. Brown, Curator 
Musenra of Moneys of the World 
The Chase Manhattan Bank 
RCA Building, Rockefeller Center 
12$h Avenue of the Americas 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Vernon: 

In connection with a book being written on the 
l80ii dollar, there are three attestations as 
to the Rosenthal iSOl^ dollar which is in your 
collection, one by Barber, one by Bobyshell, 
and one by McClure, I would like very much to 
have copies of these items and I am sure that 
Mr, Zerbe acquired these attestations along with 
the coin when it was acquired. Either a photo¬ 
copy or typewritten copy would be perfectly satis¬ 
factory, 

I will be grateful for your assistance. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 



I 


THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK 


o 


Museum of Moneys of the World 


RCA Building, Rockefeller Center, 1254 Avenue of the Americas, New York 20, NY. 


i^ovember 17, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. l^eTOian, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

In accordance vith your letter of November 14 I am pleased to send 
to you a photostat of the letter signed by Bosbyshell concerning 
the Rosenthal 1804 Silver Dollar in vrtiich there are attestations 
concerning this piece signed by McClure and Barber. Also I am 
enclosing a photostat of a letter from Howland Wood to Mr. Zerb& 
in reference to this coin being on exhibition at the AHS in 1914. 

I was glad to see that the various numismatic publications re¬ 
printed the talk which you gave at the Ai^A Convention in Atlanta 
on the 1804 and 1805 Silver Dollars. In my opinion this is a very 
fine presentation of the subject and I can see no reason why people 
should continue to claim nhat the two pieces discussed are genuine. 

I am sorry that I aid not get to Atlanta as I would have enjoyed 
seeing and talking with you. 

I hope that the enclosures will assist you in the book which is 
being written on the 1804 Silver Dollar. 



Sincerely yours. 


Vernon L. Brown 
Curator 
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Edward T. Newell 

PRiSIDtHT 


Sydney P. Noe 

SiCAiTART 


Cable Address: 

•• Numiiha " NSW Yoas 



the AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
BROADWAY BETWEEN 155TH 
AND 156th streets 
NEW YORK 


Harrold E. Gillingham 


Howland Wood 

CUAATOA 


Telephone; 

Waoswoath 7735 


Llarch 2dth, 1925 


Mr. Farran Zerbe 

C/o General Delivery 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Dear Zerbe; 

Replying to your letter of I4irch 23rd, 

I remember seeing the (.Rosenberg^'specimen of 1804 
dollar when we had it on exhibition here. There 
is no question, of course, of its being as good 
as any of the others. It is from a different Re¬ 
verse die to the Sticknoy specimen, but it is from 
the same Reverse die as the Idler specimen once 
owned by Granberg and the Lyman specimen owned by 
Newcomer. The four of them are illustrated on 
Plate XVII of our Catalogue of the Exhibition of 
United States Coins, held here in 1914. From the 
illustration, it looks as if it were a trifle bet¬ 
ter struck than either the Lyman or Idler specimen. 
This is really all I can tell you about it. 

Best wishes, 




/ 


Very truly yours, 



Curator 







BWKMUSEUtt 




THE C.N.B's ISOl UNITED STATES SILVER DOLLAR 


The United States silver dollar dated 1804 now in the Chase 
Bank’s Collection was formerly owned by James W. Ellsworth (father of 
explorer Ellsworth) who obtained it in 1894 from the then Superintendent 
of the Philadelphia mint, 0. C. Bosbyshell, accompanied by a letter 
attesting its genuineness and so endorsed by R. A. McClure, Curator, and 
Charles E. Barber, Engraver, of the mint staff. Mr. Ellsworth had much to 
do with the Columbian exposition coins, 1892-1893, and was a particular 
friend of Mr. Bosbyshell. 

Previous pedigree of the coin, as stated in Bosbyshell’s letter, ^ 
is that it was owned by Isaac Rosenthal, Philadelphia, who obtained it from 
one Julius Driefus bf Alexandria, Virginia, a colored man whose father 
(a freedman) had held it for sentimental reasons for over forty years. 

It was one of four accredited 1804 dollars exhibited by the 
American Numismatic Society in its great loan exhibit of United States coins 
in 1914 , and is illustrated in the catalogue of the exhibition. It is 
erroneously referred to as the Rosenberg (for Rosenthal) specimen. The 
Society’s Curator, Howland Wood, in 1925 writes of the coin "There is no 
question, of course, of its being as good as any of the others." "It is from 
a different reverse die to the Stickney specimen but is from the same reverse 
die as the Idler-Granberg and Lyman specimens"; all of which were shown at 
the Society’s exhibition. The Ellsworth collection was dispersed by Wayte 
Raymond and this coin was consigned to Guttag Bros., from whom it was purchased 
by Farran Zerbe in 1925. It came to the Chase with the Zerbe collection. 

All the accredited 1804 dollars are from the same obverse die, 
peculiar characteristics of which make them distinguishable from dollars of 
other date. Different reverse dies and edge markings are found on the 1804*s, 
indicating all were not struck at the same time. 

Of the about sixteen recognized specimens, six are with what is 
believed to be the first reverse die used. When they were first struck is 
doubtful, best authorities believe not before I 836 . The dies are said to have 
been destroyed in I 869 . Five specimens, including the Chase, are in public 
collections. 







March 22, 1939 
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,, Febriiftry- 17 , i 960 


Mr, Affjon Carter, *?**• 

Fort *^^orth Star-Telegram 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Hr. Carter: ^ 

I telephoned to flhd that you were in South 

America, Although we have not met, I am fully aware of your 
enthusiasm in numismatics and your sponsorship,of the museum 
for Fort Worth# Xou, might know who I am, either from some 
of my research and writing In numismatics, or possibly from 
gossip with respect to my collection. In any event, “hello®, 

I am participating in writing a book on the l 80 h dollars 
and their satellites. Included in their satellites are 
the 1801, 1802, and 1803 proof restrike dollars and I under¬ 
stand that you have a speoiment of each of those which were 
many year ago in the lyman collection, I would particularly 
like to study these three coins and wonder if you would bo 
nice enough to lend tliem to’me. Kone of the photographs 
made of them in the past show their edges or give certain 
detail which will be. most helpful to me, I will, of course, 
return them promptly after j^hotographing and studying them. 

If there is any hesitation on your part in lending these 
to me for study, please be frank about it# I send my coins 
for study to all parts of the country as I believe this 
is the only way for research to be properly completed, 

Vv'henever you happen to be in S.t, Louis it would be my 
pleasure to show you some of the interesting coins in my 
collection, I know you would en;joy seeing my specimen of 
the original Confederate half dollar which is the only 
privately owned speoimen existing, the others, as you khow, 
being at the A,Tt,S, in Hew fork, 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPIC p. 



KP'^!/atb 




Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

★ MORNING ★EVENING ★SUNDAY 


Amon G. Carter Jr., President 


FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


March 30, 1960 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Before leaving town wanted to get these six dollars to you. 

My 1804 is in another vault which I will have to wait on. Take 
your time with these,but would like to have them back anytime 
from April 14 to the 20th. 









733595 


RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—IStf 





CITY AND STATE 


STREET AND fiO. 




April 11, I960 


Mr, Amon Carter, Jr# 

Fort Worth Star-teXegram 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr, Garten 

Thank you for your letter of March 30* enclosing 
for ray study your dollars for the yeSrs l801-*3# 
both inclusive. They were very helpful to rae 
and your specimen of the 1801 is the finest 
brilliant proof I have ever seen of any of the 
early dollars, 

I have identified the die varieties by Bolender 
and written the designation on your inventory 
sheet, which is returned, 

I have borrowed from Cr. Hewitt Judd, of Omaha, 
his gagle, in silver, of l80lv, so that I can 
compare the detail of this llO.OO piece with 
your ^1,00 piece. When you send me the 180U 
dollar please let rae know if there are any dates 
when you plan to be out of town so that I can 
return it when you are in town, 

I am very appreciative of your cooperation in this 
pending research and ara returning the coins so 
as to arrive at your desk as soon as you return 
to Fort Worth, 


Cordially yours. 


EPN/atb ERIC P. HSWMAN 

Registered; 

Return Receipt Requested 

















Fort Worth Star-Telegram 


★MORNING ★EVENING ★SUNDAY' 


STATi OM WBAP — AM. 


Amon G. Carter Jr., President 


FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


Apr 21 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thanks for your nice note and the 1804 is enclosed. I will be 
in New York from April 24 and will return here on M y 1. 


Cordially yours, 


Amon Carter Jr. f 












April 22, I960 


Mr. Anon Cartfjr, Jr. 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr. Carter? 

The l86lt just arrived and I will enjoy studying it 
immensely. 

Xou will recall that I originally wrote to borrow from 
you the 1801, 1802, and I803 restrike dollars. The 
1801, 1802, and I803 dollars which you let me see did 
not include the restrikes. 

I have now learned from ?4ehl»s private catalogue of . 
your father*a estate that the three restrikes are 
listed as Nos. 766, 769 and 773 iu the cataloguej 
therefore, I am sure that you have them and would 
appreciate it If you would send them to me for study. 

Thank you, again, for your continued helpfulness. 


Sincerely yours. 


BHIC P. NEWMAN 


P.S* If you have a spare copy of the private catalogue 
of your father’s coin collection, I would be most 
pleased to have it for my nuratsmatio library. 

B.P.N. 


BPN/atb 









Mr* Amon Carter, Jr. 

Fort Worth 3tar«yelegra>n 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

I am returning herewith your l80ii dollar and the 
description which you were kind enough to send me 
accoiBpanying it. I have studied it very carefully 
from many points of view and I appreciate this 
opportunity. 

I am enclosing herewith ar. enlargement which I t.ook 
of Its date and the area arornd it. 

I hope that you are now able to locate the 1801, 
1802, and 1803 restrike dollars which were listed 
in Hehl*8 catalogue of your father’s estate as items 
Hoa. 766, 769 and 773* If you could send those 
to me it would be most appreciated. As I previously 
stated, if there is a spare copy of the private 
catalogue, I would be most pleased to have it for 
my library. 

Your cooperation is most sincerely appreciated. 


Sincerely yours. 



EPN/atb 


SRXC P. HEVMAH 


CERTIFIED rUIL 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 









3f I960 


Mr. kmon C^rtisr, Jr. 

Fort Wortfe Star felegraw 
Fort Worthy fexas 

Dear Mr# Carters 

I had heeB hoping that by nov you would have been 
able to locate the 1601, 1602 and I803 restrlke 
dollars {#766, #769 aud #773) of your father’s 
coin Inventory# I know how many irons you have 
in the fire but hope that you will not neglect 
lao » 

I have been bolding a $10.00 pattern belonging 
to Dr. Hewitt Judd, of Omaha, to compare with 
these oolns and, for that reason, would so much 
like your prompt oonelderatton. 

fhank you, again, for your courtesy and cooper¬ 
ation in lending ae the items whleh you previously 
sent. 


Cordially yours. 


EEic p. n-Bmin 


EPH/*tb 


be: 

Dr.Hewitt Judd 





Augiist 21, 1961 


Mr* Anion Carter 

Fort ^’orth Star Telegram 

Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

I was very pleased to meet you in Atlanta and 
to bathe in the goodwill generated by your 
enthusiasm for numismatics. 

I was very pleased to learn from you that you 
finally located your I8OI, 1802 and I803 proof 
dollars. Would it be possible for you to send 
them to me now as I want to include studies 
of them in a publication now in preparation. 

The convention was a terrific success and I 
hope you enjoyed it as much as I did. 

Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEVMAN 


» 


EPN/atb 





October 31, 1961 


Mr. Amon Carter 
Fort Worth Star Times 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

Just a word to tell you that I have been 
photographing your interesting dollars 
and have made a substantial number of 
studies from them. I will want to do some 
more work on them so that there will be some 
further delay in their return. I will send 
you photographs of them in due course. 

I appreciate your wholehearted cooperation. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EFN/atb 




Decenber 12 , 1961 


Mr. Araon Carter, Jr. 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

I am ready to return your coins but I do not 
believe in shipping them during the Christmas 
rush and accordingly you will not have them 
back until January - unless it is urgent. 
Pictures of your coins willbe used in the forth 
coming book and I am enclosing some which per¬ 
haps you will enjoy keeping. 

By having your coins during this period I have 
been able to determine many facts which I other 
wise would not have been able to find. I am 
sincerely grateful. 

My book is virtually finished and you will see 
many closeups of your coins in it. 

Best regards for the holidays. 

Cordially, 


ERIC P. WEWMN 


EPK/atb 







RETURN RECEIPT 

Received from the Postmaster the Registered or Insured Article, the number 
' which appears on the face of this Card. 


/Z K 

rJS^ * i 



Date of delivery . L.t.: 


PRINTING GFFTCI 16-12421-2 



Mr. Anon Carter, Jr. 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

This is not ;3ust a letter of “thank yon«. This 
is a letter of appreciation. lour willingness 
to let me study and work with yonr proof dollars 
of 1801, 1802 and 1803 has been a tremendons 
help to the research in connection with the 
book which is now at the publishers entitled 
"The Fantastic I80U Dollar"• 


As the various theories were checked and re- 
studied, your coins were invaluable in helping 
to solve the many problems with which we were 
confronted. Time and tine again I had to 
refer to your coins as the earlier examinations 
which I made were not sufficient and having 
the coins available was most advantageous. 

I am returning them herewith. Included is a 
necktie which I had made up for numismatic 
purposes and if it is not too loud I hope you 
can wear it. 


I think we could have a little numismatic fun 
together if you are passing through St. Louis 
at any time. 

Cordially yours. 


REQISTERED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTxiD 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/a tb 






























September 13, 1961 


Mr. Robert E.Cox 
7174 New York Street 
West Palm Beach, Florida 

Dear Mr. Cox: 

Congratulations, belatedly, on the award given to your 
half dollar display in Atlanta. Since I did not know 
whose display it was I merely looked at it with great 
care and wondered. 

I, and a few others, are writing a book on the l80ii 
dollars and its satellites. One group of its satel¬ 
lites are the l 83 ii, 1839 and I 836 proof half dollars. 

I believe you have some of these in your collection. 

I would like to know, in each case, the following: 

1. Is the coin struck in a collar so that the edge 
lettering is crushed? 

2. Is there a wire rim on any part of either obverse 
or reverse? 

3. Do you have any pictures of these coins, or would 
you be nice enough to send them to me for photo¬ 
graphy? 

If you are ever in St. Louis, please do not hesitate 
to come to see me as I think you will enjoy seeing 
some of the half dollars in my collection. 

Cordially yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 






October 13, 1961 


Hr* Robert K. Cox 
717i Hew York Street 
West Palm Beach, Florida 

Dear Mr* Cox: 

I did not hear from you in connection with my 
inquiry of September 13 and I would like to ask 
a question or two niore* 

1* How many different 180H over l80li half dollar 
dies are there, two or three? 

2. Ho you have the 183H, 1835, I836 proof half 
dollars with crushed edge lettering and a 
border next to the circumference? 

Please ^^ive me a prompt answer as I need it for 
the book I am finishing* 

I just received from Amon Garter some of his oroof 
dollars and would like to coordinate all of this 
work on the coins made at the time the I80U dollar 
dies were made. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P, NEW^IATT 








FROM THE DESK OF 


Bobby Cox 


Ocyober 17,1961 


Dear Mr, Newman: 

I must appoligize for not answering your first 
letter,but iassumed from the substance of it 
that you must have the wrong person,and it 
would be realized at a latter date. 

However, I was in erreow,! am no athority 
on half dollars in the date you mention, 
and have none of the dates you discussed, 

I am sorroy I cant be of any help to you, 
good luck in the book you are writeing,and 
the most in success. 


Very Truly Yours 




EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

400 WASHINGTON AVENUE • ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


SECRETAR' 


October 13, 1961 


Mr. Robert E. Cox 
7172 New York Street 
West Palm Beach, Florida 

Dear Mr* Coxs 

I did not hear from yon in connection with my 
inquiry of September 13 and I would like to ask 
a question or two more* 

1. How many different 180^ OTer I80I4. half dollar 
dies are there, two or three? 

2. Do you have the I83U, 1835, I836 proof half 
dollars with crushed edge lettering and a 
border next to the circumference? 

Please give me a prompt answer as I need it for 
the book I am finishing. 

I just received from Amon Carter some of his proof 
dollars and would like to coordinate all of this 
work on the coins made at the time the l80i; dollar 
dies were made. I will be grateful for your help. 



ERIC P. NEWMAH 


EPN/atb 









October 26, 1961 


Hr. R. . Cox, Jr. 

R.E.Cox & Company Department Store 
P.O.Box 1810 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Hr.Cox; 

I was one of the many at the Atlanta convention who ad¬ 
mired your collection of half dollars and I wanted to 
ask you certain questions with respect to them. I 
asked these detailed questions to Robert Cox, in Florida, 
whose address was listed in the A.N.A. Directory and two 
months later received an answer from a child that he was 
complimented that I would ask him such questions but that 
he could not help me. 

As you may know, I am writing a book on the I80li dollars 
and need certain information which I believe you can 
furnish with respect to half dollars* There are three 
varieties of 1805 over iBOii half dollars and I want to 
be certain that each of those has a crosslet on the h • 

I only have two varieties in my collection and wanted 
to be sure about the third variety. 

^ also like to know if you have the 1833, l83h and 

1835 proof half dollars with crushed edges and flat 
borders. I would also like to know whether you have 
an 1836 proof half dollar which has the identical die 
variety of reverse as the last mentioned half dollars. 

If you do you might wish to send them to me for photo¬ 
graphy and study as I would be very grateful. I now 
have Amon Carter's proof dollars of 1801, 1802 and 1803 
and he previously sent me his I80li for study. I want to 
get excellent photographs of the coins, study their structure 
their weight, their diameter, figure punches, etc. Would 
you be nice enough to send them to me and I will return 
them with promptness. 




Pa^'e 2 


October 26, 1961 


Mr.R*E.Cox, Jr. 


Incidentally, if you are ever passing through St.Louis you 
will enjoy seeing some of my collection and it will be 
very pleasant to make your acquaintance. As you may know, 
I devote most of my hobby time to numismatic research. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E?N/atb 



R. E. cox, JR. 


Vice-President 
V COX, JR. 



6370 CAMP BOWIE BOULEVARD - FORT^WORTH 1 6,//TEXAS 


October 27, 1961 


Fort Worth 

6370 Camp Bowie Blvd. 
2517 West Berry 
3616 East Lancaster 
4033 East Belknap 

Woco 

Austin Ave. at 7th 
Westview Center 

Marlin 

Stephenville 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Storejs, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

It was nice to receive your letter, and I am enclosing the three 1805 over 4 half 
dollars that I have in my collection. All three of these half dollars were purchased 
from Art Kagin, On the close date Beistle lA, I am quoting the description that 
came with the invoice 

"This is as nice a specimen as I Ccin 
recall seeing. In fact, I have never 
seen this date strictly uncirculated. " 

On the 1805 over 4 wide date Beistle 2C exceedingly rare 

"Complete 4 shows under 5. Short and faint 
die crack appears from bridge of the nose 
upward to the edge. This is one of the three 
or four said to be known of this die variety. " 

On the other 1805 over 4 wide date Beistle 2bCa exceedingly rare 

"Complete 4 shows under 5. Shattered die. 

Photograph of this variety is in Guide Book. 

Only eight to ten are said to be known of which 
this is one of the choicest, if not actually the 
choicest known. " 

Incidentally, Paul Kagin submitted to me for approval some two or three months 
ago an 1805 over 4, but I do not remember whether it was a wide date or a close 
date. At that time, I had just purchased from David Bowers his choicest trial 
strikes in the Lohr collection, as well as the majority of his rarer patterns in 
half dollars, and I did not keep this half. In fact, I did not examine it very 
carefully and check it for a Beistle variety. I imagine that if he still has it, he 
would be happy to send it to you for your examination. 









These mountings cost me $4. 00 each from Michael Kolman of Federal Brand 
Enterprises, It is agreeable with me, however, if you want to take a knife and 
lift the transparent back from each of the half dollar mounts. Then you can take 
the half dollar out and photograph it and examine it in any way you might wish to. 

Be sure to save the rest of the mounting so that when I send it back to him for re¬ 
mounting, I will have the copy and description. 

With reference to the 1833, 1834 and 1835 restrike half dollars, crushed edges 
and flat borders, I have only the 1833, which I am enclosing. You may also 
remove this half from the holder, L do not have the restrike in the 1834 and 1835, 
My 1834 and 1835 are gem proofs, and they are not restrikes. I do not have an 
1836 lettered edge proof. I plan to buy the 1834, 1835 and 1836 if and when I have 
the opportunity. I purchased the 1833 from Lester Merkin and he had already 
disposed of the 1834 and the 1835. He might be able to tell you where they are, if 
you would write to him, 

I am sorry that I did not have the opportunity of meeting you in Atlanta, and I am 
especially s^orry that I could not attend the night that you made your talk on the 1804 
dollar, I read all of it with interest, and you are to be congratulated in doing all of 
this research, as well as writing a book. When your book is published, I want to 
buy one, and I would appreciate your autographing a copy for me. The reason I did 
not attend the night meeting in Atlanta was that I drove to Atlanta with my wife and 
another couple, and we had some friends living in Atlanta who were formerly from 
Fort Worth, and it so happened that they invited us out for dinner that night, other¬ 
wise I would certainly have attended, I shall look forward to personally meeting 
you some time in the future, and I shall be happy to come by to see you if I am in 
St. Louis. If you are in Fort Worth, I shall be most happy to visit with you. My 
office is in our Ridglea store, which is four or five miles west of downtown Fort 
Worth, and is near Western Hills Hotel. 

I specialize only in half dollars. I have over 850 half dollars which include trial 
strikes, patterns, mint errors, counterstamped half dollars, etc, as well as 
regular issues. My collection is complete, and I am now in the process of im¬ 
proving whenever I have the opportunity. I am also buying early proofs that I do 
not have, I keep my collection in a hallway wall of the Ridglea store outside my 
office. 

As I have these coins insured, you may return them airmail, registered, return 
receipt requested, and insured for $100. 00. 

Thanking you, I am 


RECJr:r 

enclosures 



Fort Worth, Texas 






November 9, 1961 


Mr* R. E. Cox, Jr. 

P.O.Box 1810 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr. Cox: 

Thank you for your letter of October 27, 1961 
with its enclosures. 

Examination of these pieces has solved my problem 
with respect to the 1805 over l80lt. 

As to the 1833 half dollar with the crushed edge, 
I have not taken it out of the holder as yet 
but may do so as soon as I find out whether it 
will be necessary for me to take its picture. 
Would you be nice enough, therefore, to bear 
with me a little longer. 

It is nice that you display your collection in 
one of your stores so that the public can see it. 

The mountings are unusually well done although I 
study my coins so often that I could not mount 
them in permanent fashion. 

Thank you, again, for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 




December 12, I96I 


Mr. R. E. Cox, Jr. 

P.O.Box 1810 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr. Cox: 

I make it a practice not to send coins during 
the Christmas holidays and just wanted you to 
know that your coins are safe and sound and 
haTe been thoroughly studied but not taken out 
of their holders. 

I am ordering photographs of the Smithsonian’s 
proof half dollars of 1833, I83U and 1835 and 
will send you a copy if they send me extras as 
I wished. 

I have virtually finished the manuscript of the 
book I am writing on the l80ii Dollar and have 
never had such an exciting writing experience 
as doing this one. 

Thanks, again, for your continued cooperation. 
Best regards for the holidays. 

Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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SENT TO 

Mr.R.E.Cox 

POSTMARK 1 

OR DATE 1 

1 

STREET AND NO. ' 

P.O.Box 1810 


1 

1 

CITY AND STATE / / f Siy ^ 

Fort Worth, Texas f / ^ 


If you want a ratarn receipt, check which 

lOi ahawa r~) 35i showa to whom, 

1 to whom 1_1 when, and address 

and when where delivered 

delivered 


y 1 

FEES ADDITIONAL TO 20i FEE 

1 




December 13 , I 96 I 


Mr.R.E.Cox 
P.O.Box 1810 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear f^r. Cox: 


In accordance with your telephone call 
today I am returning herewith the four 
coins you were kind enough to send me. 


I wish to thank you for 
and to express my hope 
sell your collection. 


your cooperation 
that you do not 


i^incerely yours. 


ERIC F. NSWMAN 


#1-INSTRUCTIONS TO DELIVERING EMPLOYEE 

1—1 Deliver ONLY to |—i Show address where 

I—I addressee I—I delivered 

_ (Additional charges required for thes e services) 

RETURN RECEIPT ~ 


i Received the numbered artirle de«<-rtKA/T -;j_ 



css— 16—71548-4 GPO 

























October 26, 1961 


Mr. John J* Ford, Jr* 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John: 

Would you be nice enough to mail me Vattemare 
which I need in connection with a book on the 
iSOii dollars* I will, of course, return it 
promptly. 

I am also interested in borrowing from you, if 
you have then. Mason»s Coin Collectors Magazine, 
in full. I have the first three years in Phila¬ 
delphia and I do not know how long it ran there 
and when it reappeared in Boston how long it ran 
there but I know it was still going in 1890. 

I have so much to tell you and. still remember your 
nice comments with respect to my l&Oh dollar work 
in which you urged th. t I go ahead in your NUMISMJl. 


Sincerely yours. 


Eric P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 




November 2li, I 96 I 


Mr, John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 

Dear John: 

I don’t mind Kosoff trying to take a few cracks 
at me in his November "Money Talks" section of 
his bulletin. He infers, however, that I said 
something you said, namely, that Boyd did not 
own an l80ii dollar. He now states that Boyd 
did. He is being questioned on this point and 
I wonder what his answer will be. It is possible 
that the l80ii dollar in his recent sale was 
bought back by the owner or is up for resale. 

I have never seen such an endeavor to sit on the 
fence and insult other people as his comments 
about the Ostheimer article and my comments. 

Never a dull moment with the dealers I 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWiaN 

EPN/atb 








Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 


1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


January 2, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Eric: /*&-^*^* 




Jnder ^parate cov^r, for your nerusal, I am 
sending yoya small bo^oklet entitled ''Coins and their 
Values" by/Courville. 191?. On page 110, you will 
find mention of an loo4 dollar, sold by Glendining on 
June 15, 1917, for 330 pounds. You might write to the 
ANS and obtain a copy of this catalog and ascertain 
what dollar is involved. 

Hurriedly, and with very best personal regards, 

I remain 


Sincerely yours. 




jp- 



Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 
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^\xm 20, 1962 


Miss Blaine I. Gerdts 
Hewark Museua 
Newark, New Jersey 

Dear Hiss Gerdts: 

When I was doing research in the library of the 
American Numismatic Society a few days ago I saw 
a copy of fhe Museum, for Summer I960, in which 
thex’e was an article by you on the Live right 
Collection of Coins* W© would very much appre¬ 
ciate it if you would send me a copy of that 
article« 

In the course of our research I have noted that 
there was published a list of the numismatic 
books in the Liveright Collection and wonder 
where that list can be found* 

four cooperation will be very much appreciated* 


Sincerely your®. 


Eric P. Newman, President 


EPN/atb 






3012 Josliua Rd. 

Lafayette Hill, Pa. 

Jan. 29 

Mr. Eric P. Nev/man 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Hewman; 

Welcome to the dollar chicanery monograph. I was very 
iiappy, when I recieved the carbon of your letter of the 23th 
to Walter, to see that you will be working with us. 

To fill'’* you in on the sttution: The monograph we are working 
on will cover the*04 dollars, originals and restrikes, the ’84 and 
’85 trade dollars, the Gobrecht restrikes, the proof restrikes 
between ’40 and ’55 and possibly something about the ’58 dollar, 
(depending on whether we find it was not issued legitimently or 
was restruck). Ken Bressett, Walter Breen and myself have been 
working on it, new that you are working v/ith us we will have four 
CO authors. It will be published by Whitman, desired length 48 
pages. I think we should leave out a good deal of the bull such 
as letters by Stikney, Wetmore, Cogan, etc. about how their coin 
never left their sight and all that. I intend to include a list of 
places where information such as this can be found for people 
who are interested in this sort of thing. I'iiy ambitio n is too pre¬ 
sent all of the facts we have uncovered and not go into too much 
speculation. I have been thinking of calling this book ’’Dollar 
Chicanery” although I like your title as well. 

I notice from the second paragraph of you letter that you 
share my passion for gbod ■ plates. This is going to create a great 
deal of difficulty, because before the book is brought out by 
vVhitman NSM will searlize it. As you undoubtedly know HSM as well 
as most other numsimatic magazines specialize in lousy plates. 

We could blov/ the photos up to half page size, I’m sure that would 
give satisfactory detail. Unfortuantely though althouth HSM has 
an almost complete set,of plates weddoenot have a complete set 
of photo^ we need photos of the Cogan rev. , the Parmelee rev, 
and both obv. and rev. of the Hydeman. Ten E^ck and Amon Carter 
pieces. If you have aiiy of these please send them to Ken Bressett 
so he can copy them and distribute them to himself, Walter, and 






We would like to establish a: cronoligical order of restrikang 
from the conditions of the dies, (maybe to a degree we can do 
this with the originals too) however we don't have the three 
necessarily restrike photos. (Both Ken Bressett and myaelf have 
written various members of the DuPont famialy including the 
executor.:of Lammot?s will with no reply or permission for me to 
go doWn and get the coin photographed. Also, we would like to 
have the edge lettering on all the restrikes verbatum but so 
far we have no material on this. L. S. 'Werner said he would 
let us see some photos of this that he has but he has been sick 
and I think he has forgotten us. Any photos you need you can get 
iSfrom Ken. Also I’ll have Ken send you our petegree list and some other 
facts'we have Eompiled. 

Alisher difficultif|we have to face is the time element. 

Whitman publishing co. has allowed Ken to jput a lot of time into 
this and they would like a return on their money in the not to 
distant future. Also, I am still going to school and so, I don't 
have any study income. I won’t beoable to spenfi too much more 
tiSi^8n^??search without getting paid. Ken Bressett and I are both 
working as fast as possible tiying to wrap up the research and 
produce a stroy. 

Hope to hear from you soon. 

Best v/Eshes. 





lynn Glaser 




3012 Joshua Ed. 

Lafayette Hill, Pa, 

Feb. 14 

Mr. Eric P. Hewman 
Edison Bros. Stores 
400 Waiiington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Iilr. Hewman: 

Recieved your letter yesterday, i:-'am - glad; you are also interested 
in a Hard cover book. 

A few points I didn’t make in first letter: First I mustk Have 
forgotten to mention that we are going, to include tHe 01,3,3 restrikes. 
I unfortunately do not Have pHotos of them altnougH there are some 
fairly decent plates in the May ’40 HSM and the Sa®. Cat. As far as 
we cant tell these were mostly stucuk about 1876. (I amafraid virtually 
every time we give a date of probable striking in the book we will 
Have to say, "These coins 4ere'^Sruck^a%®tSii®llme and probably at 
other times.") I can tell you this about the 01,2,3. 01 new die 

with new date punches, head from reg. 04. 02 new 2 punch. 03 old 
punchs. Walter will probably supplement this so don’t worry about 
tracing the different pimchs. I know of no die breaks although I could 
bw wrong on this. 

As for running the story on the 04 half dollar etc. I want to 
Iwave that for a later monograph. The reason- If we indued all of 
the mint chicanery we would have doder to 1,000 J)ages than 1,00. 

It would have to includd all of the gold restrikes, all of the silver 
restrikes, all the large cent restrikes (Walter is covering the half 
cent restrikes in book.) and all of the pattern scandals etc.,etc. 

I would rather deal with this later and just deal with the dollars and 
any pattern dollars that were not legitimant pieces, (some of the 
mules etc.) 

Actually all of the technical material has been taken care of. 

We know the ratietyesQf all of the pieces we are dealing with know 
how they were made etc. The real difficulty and part that I hope 
you will be able to shed a xlittle light on is who was responsible 
for them and in some cases, ij^h§^pieces were only struck at one time 
when. The 84 & 85 trade dollar part is pretty well wraped up. Walter 
has al of the necessary documents etc. to wrtie that part out. 

If you haven’t noticed already the Key dates in^t^is^are 1859, 
1868 and 1876. We are XKskiHgkxrtek sure 04 dollars^were^struck in 
these years, (when we get a complete set of photos I expect to 






w 



oe able to tell exactly wbicJa pieces were struck #jaen. (Die state.) 

Some unanswered questions: Were 58 dollars ever resrtuck? We 
think they might have been but can’t be sure. Have you seen 

58 reverses. Dave Bowers thikks there are two but isn’t I 
sure. Was any striking of any pix of any of the pieces we are concerned 
with done outside of the mint. Any information you have on Gobrech 
restrikes ather than that in Walters Gobrecht Monograph will probably 
be news. Wi&t were the Gobrecht dollars in the Lj[nderman sale, (kk 
these were in the first catalogue issued but not the next one. Both 
are in the AHS but you will save Walter the trouble of checking if 
you happen to know. ) Do you have any ideas what dealers were the 
worst culprits? (We think Idler and Haseltine. As far as we know 
none of the others Y<jere involved) Do you have any idea who the 
erring son was who sold the 04 typell restrikes? It was not young 
Eckfeldt apprently he was too young at the time. If we ;^ow who 
this son is we know who made the type IIs. And so on. 

Walter will probably be visiting me oner the week end of the 
27th so, if you have any thing you wouM like worked over by two 
of us send it along. We can usually get a Ito more acomplished 
discussing it than writting bank and forth. 

Best wishes. 


Sincerely 
lynn Glaser 








3012 Joshua Ed. 
Lafayette Hill, Pa. 
Fet. 17 


Dear Mr. Hewman; 

About yo-^ir letter to Ken of the 13'th: 

1 hadn^t thought about using the degree of rotation of the different 
dies to determine different strikings. (Or did you only intend to use 
it to indiaate there were different strikings.) I guess you know I was 
intending to use the rust spots near the foot of the II±p determi] 
ent strikings^an5®tSe degree of buckeling of the dieyjto tell in wJ 
der. In the case of the originals your idea will be of great value and 
v/here the restrikes are concerned it would supplement my information. 

B ut, we still need photos of the Idler, and Ten Eyck, nieces to determine 

the order of restriking. Aa , for the plaster cast of the edges (Of restrikes 

I supose you mean, as it wouldn^t mean too much for the originals.) This 
idea came to my mind several moths ago. I reasoned that when they 
lettered the edges of the restrikes the y might have, in the absence of 
complete bars ^ .let;eringthe edges, used broken ones left over from 
lettered edge days. If they did this the edge would be different on 
eveiy specimen, or if they had some way ’of maybe clamping the bars ^ 

down in a line it would be different on each different striking. Of 
course it would be the later which would be the more importand of the 
two. Tj^i^fiitrfkSs®were definatehg not made in the same matter as the 
originals because while the letters on the originals were squashed some¬ 
what they were all theye. This is not true on the restrikes. Ken once 
said he thought that the type Ills were srtuck on old rejected planchett^ 
left over from the old days too. If he bases this entirely on the 
broken edge lettering I do not agree with him because about one in 
at least one in twenty cases the old lettered edge coins had blundered 
lettering. If he based this on the fact that the weights were not correct 
I disagree with him there two because it doesn't seem likely that all 
of the ones with incorrect weight would have incorect lettering too. XEd 
^MM V T- w« At ary rate it seems Barren Zerbe tlipught of this 
long before any of us did. L. S. Werner ^s^^^i^l^^J^otos of 04 dollars 
with I believe blown up photos of the edges;;^ And he may have some other 
information of Zerbe’s on 04s we can use. Ken wrote him several mohths age 
Agking if Walter and maybe sy I ESEisi depending on whether I could get to 
HYC at the perscribtime, could look over the material. He y‘ecieved ao 
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afirmative answer but Werner was sick at the time and we haven’t heard 
from him since.I would like someone to try once again to prod him a- 
long as he has probably forgottjen us. 

I don’t know whether we shoC^jjd bother to include pictures of 
altered date 04s. They are offered quite often in hSM. If we do it 
would be a good idea, says Ken, to get a photo,.of the Bohen copy in 
the hands of the AKS v/hich I understand is a veiy good one. I have not 
seen it. 

Unless you expect to come up with a wrxkkgn document signed by 
Directo? Patterson that the 04 dollars one dies were made about 

1840 don’t bother to look into this too far. We allready are able to 
date them at that time because They were struck with a closed 

collar press, not used perviously ; they have heeded boarders instead 
of radial lines not used befor 1828^ the letter punched while they 
might not be those used on the 04 restrike eagle were those usedon the 
type twos^eScl^^hicS were^s?ruciF±S;^c'?^&i°^§S8-?’Sf^tSey^re^undisputea% 
proofs and they oust couldn’t make proofs before 1817* What more could 
you ask. Also I think we should include as few paragraphs explaining 
what happened to the coins struck in 04. I have the necessary info, 
on hand to do this too. This reminds me a little of your EG Fecit 
article in the hum, several months ago. We will have this mystery 
wrapped up tighter than a drum. 

What makes you think kksk the 01,2,5 dollar restrike dies were made 
around 1840? Ken couldn’t trace^Msm^iefond 1869. I haveMsk n’t seen enoi 
-gh to be sure but I would guess from what I do know about them that 
al!l|specimens have edge lettering similar to the typelll 04s. Also, 

I gobthe impression that restriksing wasn’t done around 1840 because ther( 
weim’t enough collectors. That the 04s were merely made to gsk trade 
with Stl^ney and a few others to got coins for the i^nt cabnet. The 
01,2,5 original dollars were probably' still common enough in decent 
shape to make it futle to strike more even though they were proofs. 

I agree with you an publishing any previously printed 
material as it is almost 100% bull. We will have to use foot notes 
in Keiis petegree where he is including comments made at the time of 
sale on the coins, saying they are false (in some casses). 

Pqease excuse the slopy typing. 

Best. 

Since^:gly 






Mar. 25 fIfD 

Dear Mr. Dewman: 

It looks like you have been doing a good deal of 
looking around, and come up with some interesting material. 

I will see about getting the letter you mentioned, I 
have next week of from school so I will go up to the mint if 
I get the chance. 

I have a feeling you will find the 1801,2,5 restrikes 
were made c.1875. l^ey were not known before then and there 
was definately something going on at the mint about that time 
(I think some of the 04s were struck then.) If they were made 
in 1858 the lettering on the edge will be perfect but squashed. 
If they were made c. 1875 the lettering will be doubled of 
course. If you sale cat. you will find that Chapman 

said the lettering was doubled in places. 

Chapman’s comments on the 58 mintage being melted must 
have come from Harzfeld’s statement to more or less the same 
effect in humisma (reprOLuted in May ’57 ) Walter 

and I have discussed this a few times and think it is more or 
less true (dateiixfeask: move back of course). It was proDably 
made vague by Harzf eld on purpose (he could be sued for slander 
etc. ) 

The excerpt on p.614 of the July 57 Hum. must have been 
published in 1885, it is idenical to the sketch of the 04 
dollar in my 1885 edition of Evans, and of course it mention's 
the year 1885 in it so it couldn’t have been before that. 

Wg^it a minute the Evans thing is from the May 14 & 15 1885 
sale (according to a footnote) Tet it mentions”!!Their Phila. 
sale in May, 1885” what all this proves I don’t know. 

You will probably hear from Walter about the beading on the 
04 eagle. Ikak I am almost positive he will say no in capital 
letters. What is the source of this? 

The Linderman sale had the following coins fxm which we 
would be^nterested in GobrecMis; (Numbers from Walter’s G. mono. 
11, 8, 14, 16 there wer two of each in the sale, 11, 14, 16 
all had P.E. also there were tv/o 52 & 51 dollar restrikes. Nojs 
list as restrikes of course but they must have been. None 
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of the coins withdrawn would interest us. This virtually proves 
these coins were struck by Lindy & Co. (Almost all of the coins in 
the collection looked like ones he could have gotten without being 
pay sag for, maybe all of them for that matter. ) Off course, as 
I said once before ¥/hen we list these we will have to say,*'We 
know these ev/ere struck at this time but they might have been 
struck at otherk times too." Tjie’42, *49?'50,’52 dollars are 
possible exceptions to this rife becuase they are rare enough 
to indicate only one striking. 


Best. 


Sincerely 






Fri. Night. 


D gar Mp. Newman, 

Good news, I have come up with the Forsythe letter, I»m enclosing 
a copy ov it. I think you will be able to understand the abvs. I’m 
in a hurry. 

Re yoiir letter of a few days ago; I want^to know what variety 
that 1838 ^ in the Zsnks liferis sale was (I assumed it was the common 
one. It isn’t too importand though) . 

Anything having to do with Peale being fired will probably get 
involved. Walter and I are working on some articles for NSM called 
the adventures of Longacre. We will probably turn up more evidence 
in that direction when we start working on it in warnest. At any rate 
It probably doesn’t have too much bearing on what v/e are interested 
in, 

I^_e only thing you probably haven’t already taken into 
consideration on that podsibility of the. 04s die being made in 1840 
is the fact thatal ^ave never s^^^^/Nqw I have to discqrd my argument 
I was going to say no rust, but the dies could have been repolished. 

I don’t know whether I ever asked you this or not, but have 
you ever heard anything said by Hasletine(?) about an explosion at 
the Mint? The president of the Wm Penn Coin Club (I think) told me 
H. said he saw the 04 dies at that exjilosion in one of the 08 or 09 
N^m. Mags. I checked and couldn’t find anthing. I fo^iF^lfil^gSy'^iigo 
told me, I don’t know his address or anything. T^is is obviously 
a hazy reference. He cliamed he told Walter about it in a letter. 
Apparently Walter didn’t think it was something to v/rite home to mom 
about so he must have dismissed it. He doesn’t remember it now, I-j^ 
will probably turn out to be a dead end and if we do come up with 
something it will probably be on of m H.’s lies. But I thought 
I would check. 


Best. 


Sincerely 







\¥hat Happened to Those 19> 370 
Dollars Coined In 1804? 


The greatest part of the n^stery of the 1804 dollar is 
the disappearence of the entire coinage of 1804 dollars, We have 
the following two documents texgMpcc for evidences 


Ppom the Bullion Ledgers 

I^ate Depositer Silver Dollars 

Issued. 

J^n. 7^1804 Bans of the United States.. $ 2,500,00 

Jan, 19, 1804 " «• . 8,000,00 

Feb, 1, 1804 Sundrsy Accounts,.... 5,500,00 

Feb, 11, 1804 Banh of the United States,.. 750.00 

Ivlarch 27, 1804 ” » ” ’» ” . 2,840,00 

TOTALS ^19,570.00 


(From W. Thompson^ article in the J-ane *58 HSM. ) 

The above doc. still leaves room for doubt. These could have 
been coins struck previously and payed out to these depositers. But, 
We also have the followijpg doc. from Stewartfe Hist. Of the liint. 


dollars 

January 7, 2 , 500 , 
January 19, 8,000. 
Febuaty 1, 5,500. 
Febuaiy 11, 750, 
i^Iarch 28, 2,840. 


delivered by the 

One reserved for 
Two reserved for 
One reserved for 
Two reserved for 
Two reserved for 


chief coiner (1804) 

assay. 

assay. 

assay. 

assay, 

assay. 


The above two documents are conclusive evidence that 19,570 
dollars v/ere struck in 1804. Seven were melted for assay. This left 
a net coinage of 19,565. 


go into v/hat Walter Thoiapeon said and 
refute it, but admit it has so.iie value. See 
qy article in next montip i.Su for a crude .-job of tills. 


I'lowthen wex must remember tbattbe date 1803 is disproportionately 
common for its reported coinage. IJie characteristic ratio on early 
dollars in 4%. 
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There are more than 
twnety si 3 £ hundred 1803 
dollars in existance today. 


66,064 + 19, 370 ^ 


73,634 
X .04 
502^7 


Tb this is 
probably a more acu- 
rate figure for the 
number of 1803 dol¬ 
lars in existance. 

The theory of the entire coinage being on a sunk ship loses 
possibility when the fact becomes know that 14,0^3 dollars v/ere 
paid into the Banc^of the United States and the other 3,300.00 
were piad into sundry accounts. It is al^o improbable that the mintage 
was SiiMi to hault speculation, because it would be difficult to 
recover the coins if the Bank of the U. S. had already used them. 
Also, it would be impossible to recover the 3,300 paid into sundiy ' 5 ,'^ 


accounts under ary circumstances. Actually the entire mintage waSr>'^*^-A 5’ 





May 8 


6o 


Dgar Mp, Newman, 

J^st a quick note in reply to your letter of the 5th. 

I told Ken this in my last letter: I will go along with 
?7hat ever the rest of you decide but I have a few thoughts 
we must keep in mijid. Remember coins were being restruck 
in 1875/6 e.g. J^dd-254, 1152, 1420, 1470 amd so on. 

Nowthen try this for size: All type III;^imaW in 1859 (electros 
made from the mint piece because it was the best struck.) 

These must have all been hidden (maybe along with the 01,2,5 

we definately not struck in 1840- not enoughs demand and I 
am sure that you will find the edge lettering the same as the 
Type Ills when you examine one because Chapman’s description 
of the edge letrerini^a2)h§iMates yoursr'^6? 8Surse you will 
have to check anyway. /) Now in 1876 who ever was messing with 
the other restrikes might have discovered or remembered the 
04i^^^s9^he^|6t^lfiem out and lettered the edges. Now in 1868 
Linderman decided he would like to have an 04 ^ in his collection 
so he struck his copy, remember Ken said it was the only 
proof, ±kxkxx 2 ^] 0 !fsxtxsdgExiKkksxtHg But then the edge lettering 
would have been different unless it was the bar that was 
defective and not the employment. 


If Walter doesn’t already have info, on the dismissal 
of Peale we should get that Archives stuff. (You can’t go 
wrong for / 7.50 and if we can’t use any of it for the 04 
story Walter and I will pay for it if we ean use it in our 
J.B. L^ngacre research. 

Best. 


Sincerely 






Fri. Afternoon 




Dear Mr. I^eWman & Ken, 

I think I owe you two lett^. 

Ken, I liave gone through all of the Kum. references 
to the 04 dollar andk several tther things I have seen 
published, for the review of princi|)le 04 ^ lit. Most 
of what I found proved to be so fantastically cruddy and 
saya so e^febemely little that they can be polished off with 
a few lines. Also in may cases articles repeat each other. 
Furthermore, untill we write the text we wont know what 
things we will call special attention to refuting e.g. Chapman»s 
statement that the 1801 10)^ had beaded borders/this we will 
probably give agife8 i a??^¥^6 » Afc l &Mxk gxin the text (?) There would 
be no point in writing the review untill we are completely 
satisfyeS ?>te^text 3C2CK will be. 

Also Ke^, if you haven’t sent me the photo info, yet 
I*d appreciate it as soon as you can get it to me. Thanks. 

Look on page 357 of the July 1942 KSM if has an interesting 
letter to MaSon by Snowden dated 12/14/71. Nothing 

realy new but its interesting and providesbs a little documentation. 

I am enclosing a copy of some statements by Linderman for 
Ivh?. Newman, Ken had already seen them. No heed to return these 
I have,since showing them to Ken,made a copy, 

Een, good luc:^ if you are going to try getting some 
books from BG. I guess you got the instruckions I had penciled 
on the envelope back of my last letter. If your letter reaches 
BG on a bad day (o^e durring which he has just done a lot of 
business with small date proof sets & rolls , and he feels he 
must keep those books around to maintain his statis as a 
not 100% roll dealer) you will be out of luck. He hasn’t 
decided on any set policy when it comes to selling them. Maybe 
if you casually remended him his name is now in your Hedbook 
you would have luck (?). 


Best 


Sincerely 




JmIS- 2 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

I don’t thiiak, now, that Peale was involved in 

s Jjv-' St iy^<- 

our story at all. I’m enclosing something^! found a 
few weeks ago. I would like to have it back so when 
you have read it will you please send it to Ken and 
r srfei a:r H ask hime to return it? you. 

The info, on the white sheet of paper Ken has 
already seen but I do not have a copy of it. please 
return that with you next letter. 

Best. 


Sincerely 




Sat night c , 

Dear Mr, Newman & Ken, 

I haven’t been writing to anyone for a simple reason, 

1 haven’t got aiay thing to say. 

I agree with Ken that we now have just about all the 
info, we will get, and I have been aperating on the assumi>tio^ 
that we will get together at the Boston convention to 
decide on exactly what we want to say. I will^M^ifi Boston 
on the afternoon of the 25 and leave on the 27. I dontT 
have much else that has to be done while I am there so I 
will be avaible any time durring that period. 

Bye the way Ken, one of the other things I will be 
interested in while I am there will be finding out more 
from you about coin photoing. I just bou^t a Kodak Signet 
50 cammera and by the time I ge to Boston will have goten 
a porta 3 lensx like yours. I haven’t photoed any coins 
yet but I have got some fantastic (I think) results copying 
some pencil sketches etc. for coin designs using a porta 

2 lensk that I borrowed. I tofek you advice about using a 

no 1 photo flood untill it burnt out then I used a number 
2. I think the one is also best on the stuff I was 

photoing. 

Qae thing that we should check on that half dollar that 
Ken sent us photos of is the edge lettering as compared to 
that of other halves of that period. (I mean the shape of 
the letters not how they were punched in^ I am pretty 
sure that durring the whole period of lettered edge halves 
& dollars only a couple edge lettering bars were d: used with 
halves and onely 1 (? ) with dollars. I haven’t studied 
coins of that period very extensively but maybe the rest of 
you might know enough to ilake it worth while to find out 
exactly what kind of letters it does have. 

See you in Boston. 

Best. 







Tilur . IMigiit 


D@ar Mr. Newman & Ken, 

You two seem to have gotten a great deal done recently. 

EPN’s research on the Imam od Muscat sshould be interesting. 

I hadn’t thought of this before but it might be a good idea 
to trace all of the false legends we can back to their source 
and try to refutate them in their own right instead of letting 
Our true story refute them. In other words Where did that bull 
about the 04s beigg sunk on a ship bound for Shina come from. 

Also that theory about the 04s all being melted to 

halt speculation? These we could include as sort of 1804 dollaria. 

The ANS is sending me both copies of the Linderman Gat. 
so I will send the list of coins withdrawn from the second sale 
out as soon as possible. I will also get them to make that 
photo of the Cagan dollar as soon as I get Gimelson to have some 
more photos made so I can send them all at once. 

The idea of comparing the ed]ge lettering on the 04s to that 
on the other coins would make it definate about the edge being 
from the same bar. I will be able to do it easially if I have 
even a pencil tracing of the edge on the 04. Gimelson has 
plenty of early silver dollars for me to work from. As a matter 
of fact I have mis-attributed so mary of theHBt xaa D rkhta:^ I feel 
a special attachment for them. 

I wa.s confused by EPNs statement that no dollars halfs 
etc. were struck in 1804. Also, they must all have been but 
in circulation or the excess bullion would have shoY/ed up 
somewhere wouldn’t it? Of course they were almost undoubtedly 
struck in with 1803 dies. 


Sincerely 



Best. 




Dept4L~ V- St- 
fasii- Nov. 11, 185^ 


Sirs 

T- Pres- has directed that a complete set v-t- coins v-t- 
U- S-he sent to the King v- Siam, and another to t- Sultan v 
Muscat. You are requested, therefore, to foreward to t- Dept-, 
for that purpose, dup- specimens v each kind 

now in use, wheiter v gold, silver, or copper. As boxes, in which 
ts they are to be contained, may be more neatly and appropraitely 
made at Phila-, under your direction, thah they cou^S'^here, you 
are desired to procure them, if it will not be too much trouble, 
and have t coins suitab];^ arranged in them before they are sent 
on. %ey zd-fee v as srriall a size as is consistant with the purpose in 
which they are intended; and should be v v/ood, covered with plain ^ 
morocco. The color of one zd—be yellow, and the pther crimsoi^n • 

You are authorized to draw upon t- DePt- for t- value v 
t- coins, and t- expense v t- boxes. 

I have t- hon- to be. Sir, 

V- resp- 

Y- £iDed. serv. 

Wm. Forsyth 


To 

Dr. Samuel Moore 
D-v M- 





July 8^ I960 


Mr* C, Ii, Glaser 
3012 Joshua Road 
Lafayette Hills, Peniia» 

Pear Lynn i ., 

I am returning the yellow sheets forwarded in 
your letter of July 2, 1 have reoroductlons 

of the microfilm of this ciata,' " ; 



As to the mint letter ,6f 16'60, written on the 
White paper,.I will return this to you as soon 
as I have made a copy of it. 


think Peale was involved in our story along 
with everyone else in the mint# Everyone knew 
that coins were being made, in ray opinion, as 
well as medals, v 

Keep up the good work. 


Sincerely. 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 








5012 Joshua Rd. 

Lafayette Hill, Pa. 

Oct. 25 

Dear Mr, Newman, 

The correspondence between the 1804 group seems to have 
come to a scheeuhing hault. Are you still digging orx3E±±± are 
you writing the text? How long do you think it will be untill 
we are finished^ and the book will be aviable? 

I have been thinking of doing an article for NSM about 
the Longacre, Peale, Patterson hastle which ended in 1854, 
but of course i do not want to steal any of the fire from our 
book. Are you going to touch on Peale*s dismissal from 
the Mint in 1854? If so how much? Also, most of the documentation 
I have deals with his interfearence with JBL. I do not want 
to write an article saying that was the most important reason 
for his dismissal, and then have our book say he was dismissed 
form monkeying around with the dies. If you want I will 
put off writing the article, untill after the book comes out, 
but I do not think that it that important. I just want 
you to give me an idea what' I should go into, etc. 

Also, I think you have some of the documents pertaining 
to it. If it wont hurt the book and k you have ary that do 
not pertain to JBL and the HYC EXPRESS editorial (I have all 
the info on both) will you send them along please. 

Thanks. 

Best wishes. 


Cordially 





November 1, I960 


Mr* Lynn Glaser 
3012 Joshua Road 
Lafayette Hill, Penna. 

Dear Lynn: 

Under separate cover I am mailing you the inform¬ 
ation on microfilm which I ordered from the 
government with respect to Franklin Peale. I 
hope it will be helpful to you. There is no rush 
in returning it, 

les, I am writing on the I 8 OI 1 . Dollar matter but 
have been delayed. 

The brevity of this note should not affect its 
sincerity. 


Cordially, 


EFilC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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3012 JOGIlUA nOAD • LAiAy:^Ti*E IDLL • PENNSYLVANIA 


Sat, eve 


Dear Ken, 

I did not guite get the first draft of the booic 
v;ritten but ^ iiave something just about as good for 
you, viz: an extensive outline. 

I started writing early this weeK an uianaged to 
•vork out the first chapter, then I got oog^^^ ed 
But on WeMay Walter came down for a visit, so we spent 
about ten hours Wen. night composing this outline. As a 
rule my part in it was making '.Valter sit down and write 
it and making him say sat down, and changing the radio 
every time the music changed. But at least between us 
we mangged to make a compre^ive outline of ail the notes 
so that sin« both of us v/ent over them we are in agreement 
that nothing has been left out. actually this will probac>i,y 
be better tnan my .first di'aft would oe because 1 ao i^ot 

I could have 'seen thatnothing wa.- omraitted. As it is now 
either you or iCPIi will probably be able to dictate to 
your secetary something wfcich will be nearly a final 
draft with just thesenotes in forr.t of you. If is also 
for this reason that it would prouably 

kfeack v/ont make any difference whether I wrote a draft or 
not because you v/ould have to coi' ect an immense amount 
of ihaglish w&ich will not have to be corrected as it is. 

"Unless the ineteria takes hold again I thint: we 
will have a book shortly (?) 




Best 


oincerely 


S1*ECIALIXING IN CHOICE EARLY UNITED STATES AND COLONIAL CCLVS 







\ 




,^r 


(outline) INTI 0. UCTIOK 

”In no case of alleged (rcstilkin^) has any such charge been proved againsl 

problems to be considered: J^es 

P, Kimball, 188? Mint Heport, p,1jJ0. 

identity and fate of the 19570 dollars recorded as coined in 1804 
origin of the ”ori, inal^' or Class I 1804*s; fabric 
provenance of tne known specimens 

? source & disposal of the n^ythology surrounding these 
the Imam of Muscat stoiy 


Die engraving evidence. Were the dies made in 1804? Lack of punch identities 

If not then, when? by vdiom? 

Borders* Collatv^ral eviuence of 1804 eagles 
Fabric evidence. Weights 

Proof status* Collat. evidence of Gobrechts 
Edga lettering. The 1853-35 halves (.estiikes) 

Restrikes. The plain edged group /made before or after or with the rest?) 
The lettered edge coins^. Provenance 

When made? Order of emission (from die failure sequence) 

Pgbric. Weights 

Presetvation 

MMhhImp^ Double striking on revs. 

BKTdBS Blundered edges 

Anomalies. The proof restiikes of'1803-03 
Electrotypes^id-when made? 

We hope to show how evidence was systematically concealed, deliberately 
confused and misatated, ±w for ^^mmencial and mutual—protection motives. 


JL« ' ^ <r. 


'■A c ..-V- 






n^*a.!L A-S 'T'" 

C.c «- 4 ,*; y 
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(draft) 


THOSE 19,570 DOLLARS REPORTED COINED IN a804 


Po^ majoycoHectors the problem is not whether the 1804 dollars were 
coined in 1804, but rather what happened to the nearly twenty thousand tnat 
were struck in that year. That they were coined during the calendar year 
1804 is beyond question. Prom the Bullion Ledgers (in the Nat’l Archives) 


for 1804 we get 

the following: 



D^te 

Depositor 

Issued to Depositor 

Jflnl 7, 1804 

Bank of the United Spates 

a 2,500. 


Jani 19 

t, n It n n 

8,000. 


Feb. 1 

Sundry Accounts 

5,560. 


Feb. 11 

Bank of the United Spates 

730. 


March 2? 

It It It I, I, 

2,840. 


■ .. 

19,570. 



The above accounts confirm those in the Bullion Journals, also in the 


Apchives. have been quoted many times! the mo^t recent being Walter 

Tj^orapson’s article about the 1804 in the June 1958 NSB . Tho ..pson there 
made the good point that the above distribution precluded anything like 
total recall or total loss by shipwreck—two commonly cited reasons for 
the rarity of the 1804 dollars. "Sundry accounts’* would have insured dis¬ 
persal of about a third of the entire mintage, even had the entire batch 
sent to the Bank of the US gone to the melting pots or Davy Jones. 






irion 


The above aocumenr is confirmed by both the other;^ mentioning 
silver dollars. 0^6 of these is the report, quoted in Stewart’s History 
of the First U.S.Mint, of specimens reserved for assay: 

bhnerTBn 















lay the Chief Coiner: 


January 7. 

2,5*0. 

O^e reserved for assay. 

Jan. 19. 

8,000. 

Two 

It 

It 

M If 

Pet>. 1 . 

5,500 

One 

ff 

It 

It If 

Peb. 11. 

750 

One 

It 

n 

If It 

Itflarch 28. 

2,84.. 

Two 

It 

ft 

If H 


A]^d finally, the annual £eport of the Ih.rector of the Mint enumerates 
1 9»570 dollars among the various coinages of the year# The same enuuiBi*ation 
appears in American State Papers—Finance, and in the March 5, 1805 North¬ 
ampton (Mass.) _ 

41^ The collectors and dealers who assume (whether for reasons of tra¬ 
dition or Kt for profit motives) that the tttt known do-lars dated 1804 

in fact represented part of the 19#570 coinedin that year have a problem 

(e.;. L • I, u. TC 

on their hands. One explanation repeatedly offered is that the known origi- 
nal^or C-^ass I dollars ofJifeis^lftte are the pieces reserved for assay in ^ 
that year, preseaved for some rtMoUf—powibly relating to their being the 
last of their kind, since President J»ffe»8on ordered coinage suspended# 
Ihilike many other of the 1804 mythology, this one is easjjtly re¬ 

futed. N<p?inal procedure with coins reserved for assay is to test a sample 
of each denomination by weighing, test out fory^finendss being afterwards 
made, and at the end of the Trial of the lyx the whole lot of assay coins 
—tested and otherwise—goes into the melting pot. Therefore, this time 
by law at least one of the 1804 dollars of the assay £,roup would have oeem 
destroyed in testing, leaving at most six originals. But there are aeved 
Class I dollars of 18o4 now known, and there is no reason of provenance or 
fabric to suggest that they were made at different times# TfitklnK (The 
six Class III dollars won't qualid^jr either because die break evidence—a 
crack on obverse through LIBERTI and to left—shows conclusively that they 
were all made long after the extant Cj^ass I coins#) 

Tjjese collectors and ftkalers are therefore thrown hack on the old 








V ^:;l 

legends about a slow boat to China or Africa or nomewhere, and we have already 
seen that these are unsatiiBfactoiy• But other lines of evidence are relevant 
to the notion that the extant seven Class I coins are the renlLnant of a largei 
mintage most of which was destroyed (perhaps ty the speculators whoss^ whole¬ 
sale meltings of silver dollars ocoasioned the presidential order suspending 
coinage of that denomination. ((EPN—your 1845 ref?)) ^ 

The notion of the characteristic ratio, jplumber BxtantjftTumber Coined, is 
tiseful here* logically we should expect that ratio to be nearly constant fo. 
a denomination (particularly over a short range of time) in the absence of 
factors tending to make the coin unduly comnon or une pectedly rare, i^e* 
hoards being found, or wholesale destruction. Silver dollars of the t. pe of 
1798-1 804 were of course subjected to a good deal of melting down as worth 

over face* But the ratio should not vary too widely from one year to the next 

\mder such conditions. The mint began to curtail silver dollar coinag^ pre¬ 
sumably partly because less ailv^ was brought, in for the purpose, partly 

I rJ.v£r 

because deposit orcjpref erred half do liars Hintage^^of silver 

(Cf* Breen, Silver Coinages of the Ph. Mint) 


dollars tell the stoiyj 

(Of* I 

1798: 

327,336 

1799: 

423.515 

1800: 

220,920 

1801: 

54,454 

1802: 

41,650 

1863: 

66,064 

1804: 

19,570 


f^r the earlier years of this period the characteristic ratio is about 
4%. (This figure was established unpublished Breen & Taylor resear.hes,^ 

Supposing for the moment that the d«B* applies to 1803 and 1804, and that 
the extant Class I dollars of 1804 snoi are all that remain of the 19f570 
coined in that year, the 1803 with an estimate of between 2600 and 2700 
is far commoner than that figure would indicate, and the 1804 with an esti- 
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mated extant population of over 780 i» many times rarer than that would 

suggest. £yen if we assume• for the moment 9 that the coins sent to 
the Bank of the US were all recalled or melted by speomlators, this leaves 
us with an estimated 4% of 5 i 5 oo or some 220 specimens. Clearly the pro¬ 
ponents of the ”1804*8 were made in I 804 ” theoiy can save their hypothesis 
only by some pretty far-fetehed ad hoc assumptions. Moreover, they 

will have to account for the evidence, to be presented in subsequent chap¬ 
ters, that the beaded borders 

which appear on all genuine 18046 point to a time of die manufacture after 
1828, that the Class I coins were made as proofs (and the mint had no equip¬ 
ment for making proofs before 181?) i, unlike all earlier dates— 

the punches .used for letters and nmerals on the 1j8P4 dollars are altogether 
different fiom those used on the regular eagles of that date. 


In the above "Silver Coinages” mmnotsraph IB showed that a far better 
”fit" to the data Is obtained if one assumes that the coins struck in i804 
were made from dies dated a803: n^j ili nTit 


^ C/JV— jt/ 


(ipi iii iiiin 


Ihis assumption will be made here, in line with ouS 
thesis that the 1804*s were made in later years for purposes other than 
circulation. 


'r^rthwhile to quote the May 1, 1806 letter of Madison transmitting the 
Presidential directive interdicting further sil. doll, coinage. 









^ outline, mostly KB compilation. OLG baa any supplementaiy stuff needed. 

THE GLASS I DOLLARS: ORIGIN AND HISTOHT 

Early auction catalogues make no mex^tion of silver dollars of i804t the 
first inkling of the eJdLstenoe of a specimen of this date being the Bckfeldt 
& DuBoia Mint Manual (1842) which showed on H no. 3 ("Dollar, 1797 to 
1805") an illustration of the Class I piece now in the airntzaa Sadthsonian 
Inst, on loan from the mint cabinet. Ihe illustration was executed by the 
Joseph Saxton medal ruling machinif from aJtlectretype. The coin either 
had not been manufactured pxAnxtasttift at the time of Alex. 7attemare*s 
visit in "B 3B, or was concealed. At any rate its the earliest date at 
which a specimen is recorded to exist is 1842. (We hope to show in a sub¬ 
sequent chapter, under Wabricf that the earliest possible time of issue is 
Idol November 1836.) . 

^ Provenance of the 7 known origs as in KB list,with pedigees complete, 

wt»., CQn.da *9 alignment, -4^ state* ^ " 

<c^ Include tiie remark from A3S vol. Ill np*7 about the Mickley coin hawing 

V 

J been obtained from an old lady "during Pres. polk*s administration!. 

Include, and refute, FpOaseu^d's remarks about the Adolph VaYl specimen. 
Include at length the* M A Stickney data including the letter in the 2867 
AJN or wherever it was. 

Include aid refute the H Chapman crud about the Cohen coin, and the goof in 
MohlVs catalogue. 

Include the relevant data about the Watters specimen. 










outline 


mE CLASS I JDOII^RS: FABHK! 





Die engraving:. Why dies not made in 1 604^ 


Slyle of letters and ..umerals. 


Punches "S**doTIars"' from fSt$x 1800 on used on eagles. Style of numerals, Itit 

1 794 on, consistent from one denom* to another. 1804 dollars and restrike 

eagles THE lone and great exception. Plain 4 gBreasett argument) not typical 

of latgs coins of the year. Beaded borders; see below. 

B^t KB says style of 4 much like that on 1854 restrike proof halves^ 

Ciose collar press introduced NqV. 1856f first used for striking Gocrechts. 

dolls. & halves. Eflge lettering on coins of the 18^4 period (dollars of 1f94- 

1 805, halves through 1855) intact because mKzm% open collar press used, 

permitting planchets to expand under pressure. Closed collar press prevented 


thii erpansiont and would squeeze edge lettering nearly to invisibility were 
a lettered edge planchet used in such a press. Pianchets were lettered before 
staiiqping..^BPN evidence. Collateral evidence from 1855-4-5 halves restruck. 

E5^ples®iS^ii®Mfit®§olil8li8^^®^T|%^re?^?Se®Me^was^orf|inally used on 1856 


proof halves fthom fiom end of 

j as s ssd' f i s sss tw iiis i s i 


Stem|| A in STATES out of position)., 


device squashed on these restrlke halves exact¬ 
ly as on 1804 Class I dollars, (illustrations) The similarities a re too 
great to admit the possibility o£ any other explanations the 1804is made, 
beyond doubt, in closed collar press, therefore after Nov 1856. 

Beaded borders have been adduced before in support of this position, and vo- 
cifero\isly denied by Chapman and others. Archives evidence: beaded borders, 
briefly appearing on 1795 cents and half cents, reintroduced in 1828 with high 
outer rim. ^ Jul. 

Wei^ts cluster around old standard. This say be deUberate or coincidental. 
If former, to give ciins air of authenticity. If latter, accounted for by 
difficulty of Standardising weights in small melt. 











outline 


(PHE a SS I DOIiARSl POSSIBLE MOTIVES FOR MATOPAGTUREl 


woi^ld these coins have been made later than the year of their mintage, 
ixzjduizali and specifically in the 1836«42 peilod*? 

Possibly as e periment to test the new m^jiting techniques to be used in 
the newly acquired press. rely possible, since d^^zssktztsxigzuontx the 
Liberty bust design was the last (and presumably currently as of 1836) ap¬ 
proved design, used regularly on the last previous minting of ail. dollars. 

Possibly Gobrecht had not yet completed his designs. The WB mono gSecre 

L 

^ Hist) points out the difficulties besetting the mint people in completing 
a version satisfactory for the requirements of coinage. What then more 
simple than to use the old hubs and stauap out new dies, perha ps using new 


I 


^ punches 

I 


o/*suf?a^lelia e'?^ *Th e 


lettered edge was 

i an integral part of the design of the draped bust coinages. And possibly 
^ no reeded edge collar of size suitable for sil. dollars, had been made by 
^ iX then. Notice that the Gobrechts of 1 836-7 iMid plain edges, the reeded edge 
' j not being put into use on this denom till mid 1838. But a close collar was 
F 4 necessary for striking coins in the steam press. Necessity was tkx perhaps 

o 

2 

i * once again the mother of invention and we find the* 1804* coins having plan- 
5 ^ Chets, of the old standard weight to stay within the law, struck with these 
~ ^ lettered edge planchets bei.g squeezed inside the closed collaril. 

^ ^ Tj^e only difficulty is that there would fthen have been no reason to 


date these coins 1 804 rather than 1836. A^d if they were, as the above 


^ ^ suggests, patteijp^J^'Siei^ wouS^ l^ave^em^^ ^no^rlason to iise the old lettered 
edge. The supposition that these might have been struck on planchets saved 
since the 180;;-4 period is a little too ad hoc. 

The Imam of Muscat stoiy , quoted ty KB, should be adduced and refuted 
here as another pxrtative motive. This is EPN*8 dept. Incl. the Forsythjj Itrs. 
Expanding the newly fo med Mint G^oinet leems to be the only likely 

hypoth. left. W E DuBois 1838 began itj A Eckfeldt J^ne 1838 (KB ref) gave 





■fche izLfaii*t Mint/ Cgbinel; bojslq vsiXusible pieces which he had been saviBjB si^ ce 

the 179^*s« (1792 patterns etc., most probably moat unc gem reg & patt coins 
before 1838.) hypothesis naturally follows here: A Eckfeldt only officer 

in mint who had been on the scene in 1804, & veiy likely he would have remeEm 
bered that coinage was stopped in that year but no dies had been aade. When 
J R SckOeldt & others were casting around foi- a specimento manufacture to 
offer to collectors in trade for rarities the mint cabinet still needed, the 
1 8C«^ould have been a logical choice^-something EVERyBODI would need. § 

KB IkL AJK 1872 about testimoiy. ve*y important in light of fact 

that ^M^ckley, there mentioned, was one of earliest owners of 1804 01. I, 
and that at least 2 other Ci. I*s found their way to Surope (Watters & 

Dg ter). Supported by mintls use of 1804 in trade with Stickney. 

§In contrast to 1 804 half dol, which was not restruck. Presumaoly pp thouvht that 
with large reported mintage specimens would eventually .turn up, and of comse dies 
lad been made for that year, even though not used till I 8 O 3 and then with dates 
suitably changed. Unavailability of specimens seems in most instances to have 

gov rned choice of particular dates 8k denoms to restrike. v _ ^ ^ 

_ W B DuBois ' ~ 

^ awards major credit,for manufact\ire of the 1804 I*s, prob. 

in assoc, with Jacob S ^kfeldt, whose sAster Susanna 1 became DuBoists wife 

in 1840. These two, B Su Di were close friends for years. 







outline 
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RSSTEIKS8: The CLASS II DOLLARS (PLAIN EDGE) 

Offered in 1 859. BNS-Pollock Itrs* See also Low, AJN a 909 . (quoted KB) 

Ojjly one known now, Mint 569# in Smithsonian. Overstruck on shooting thaler 

of Bern, 1857. j^81.5 grains, etc. as in JECB account. ^ claims Levickwas pfft- 

others in 1869????? 

Time of acquisition by mint cabinet unknown. Lindewtan did not mention any 
such coin in his stojy in 1876 AJN about mint coll. fKB) This of course do.s 

not prove that the coin was missing^ no reason to call undue attention to 

restrikes. % fact much reason to conceal them, p€a?ticularly alter a859# when 
coin of sucn iiuportance was at stake. 

Electrotype from Mint 569: W J* Jenks sale 1883 (says KB). Earlier record-r-cf. 

Dr. Spiers/S^iety of Calif. Pioneers (1877?) which incl. copper electro of 
same, stamped COPT, same coin as was in NN 5^th sale q.v., and supposedly bou^tr 
from Mint about time of war. 

KB argument why plain edged: people responsible had forgotten how to use old 

lettering bar and perhaps could not than locate it (tnou^ they surely knew 

later). BuBols 1873 letter to Lmderman quoted in KB Itr to EPN 5-20-60. very 
-/c f \L 

important. In 1859 iiobody at mliitlknsw howr l^est they could do was stamp^lettec 

H*g into edge of an 1860 copper trial half dol. Or, as EPN says, even if the 

lettering bar was available then as it su. ely was later, using befoer or 

after striicing coins in close collar would have been a matter of difficulties^ 

A lettered edge collar would have had to be segmented=s:the wirole briale as 

used on the St.Gaudens gold and not earlier used in the mint (save on some 

1685 pattern dollars). 

Chapman in 1 913 lyman cat. says one other Giass II example ’’abroad**. Not 
located. ^ . 

L 

, ^ 


/hJL 








outline 


KSSTRIKBSj GIASS IIIl HISTOPQT 8a PROVMAliC . I 

List as givenby KB of pedigrees, wts, descrs, etc. of the 6 known exaaiples. 
Difficulties are encountered owing to unavailability of certain specimens for 
eyamination. Conclusions drawn in this section of necessity tentative pending 

examination of specimens in the silver, including their edges. Hig|tt now we 
assume that C^^apman in I^man sale was telling truth when he said that all III 

do Is. had double striking on edge at CMTS. (Tq be sure,, he said that the 
Ionian dollar had normal edge, but EPN and WB examined this coin while in pos= 
sessj. n of Amon Carter Jr and can vefify that it has the doubling at CENTS 
and is in fact (contraiy to Chapman's story) one w$m of the very latest of 
the Ill’s. See table 




%nt II Prf 
III. 

Davis=Graves ef 

RoSenthal vf- 

BergeJEU ef 

Lindenaan-Ten 
Efck-L du P Pif 


borders 

semi-sq 

as in ’59 


flatness in rust^ canvexing 
otrs 

no minor no 


oraclr^IIEEtT 
light 


1st 

rec. 


"7 


Adams sly man=AC ef ? 

Idleiv%d6man ef sq^-t- 


4 


++++ 

•♦•+++ 



++ 


++ 

+++ 


? 


Evans 

1858 ? 

5-76 

1893 _ 

1875? 

18687 - 8 ' 

1-76 ^ 

1868 


) Nq need to quote all the hundreds of divers opinions about the 1804. »orthwail£ 
j : Prossard Humisma 12-31-85 quoted KB to IB 6-17-60 

I is made that 1801-2-3-4 III all made t-h^v 

i former. 1801-2-3 di^layed first at Jewett sale 1-i6-76. JWH claimed they 

■ came from ^gland. 

ReV. die crack on 1801-2-5 restrikes farther advanced than on any 1804 Its, 
therefore we rule out any ppsaibility that latter were made contemporaneously 
with former, fabric also sxiggests 1876 origin. KB Ba EPl on edge lettering &c. 










worthwhile quotes (cont d) 

attempts to pin down guilty partieeSS 
sew KB Itr to EPN 4-13-60 

SnOwden Itr NTM 10/53 p. 1 O 38 . UUt 

3 -LLfS^co^ptmea Pollock, Bosbyshell, Buxchao^d nevertheless might he 
^ looked at. 

Pollock strict coinage act of t873 had little effect. Note that rev of 1 857- 
58-59 proof sil.dolls, retained as late as ^076 for use with pattern dol.obvs. 
Judd 1420-22, 1 470-1. 

fjL/^ sf^ f<xK '■ 

/0U=/. AL. 


C crvj j n_ ^,s }m (tS^ 






outline 

fiSSTEIKES: CLASS IIIl PABRIC, &C. 

]][ 

%oor pro bleat couSd developing rust pita at 0 have occurred in a short time, 
or doea it indicate aoaa or more long hiatuses between striicingsT Is it oonfiriid 
by apparently developing convexily (die failure as on Bev K of 1793 cents)? 
Hiatus, as seems to be Indicated in the table, suggests severil clandestine 

strikingB. 















METROPOLITAN COIN COMPANY • LYNN GLASER • PAUL WEINSTEIN • MEMBERS • ANA • ANS 


3012 JOSHUA ROAD • LAFAYETTE HILL • PENNSYLVANIA 


Apr. 6 

Dear llir, Nev/man, 

Ken might have told you by now that while 
Walter v/as here last week he and I managed to 
work out an outline £dr the ^04 dollar story. 

I guess this leaves it up to you and Ken to 
just make a few finishing: touches and we will 
have a manuscript ready for publication, I hope. 

On another subject; You may have heard by 
no¥/ that we are beginning publicataon of THE 
f^IETEOPOLITAK MJMISIVIATIC JOURNAL, a magazine, 
devoid of advertising, intended for advanced 
and specialized collectors. The first issue is 
on its way to the printers. 

Anyway, we desperately}^ need top quality 
articles for Bueessiv.eJissues, so v^e are contacting 
our friends ?/ho happen to v;rite top quality articles. 
If you have any short, or for that matter any material 
you are interested in publishing we hope you will 
get in touch with Walter as we ?/ould be happy to use 
it. 


Also, when you are fishing around for infor¬ 
mation we v/ill be giady to print your requests 
for information as Eli/IPIRS TOPICS did onEe. 

Best v/ishes. 


Sincerely 



SPECIALIZING IN CHOICE EARLY UNITED STATES AND COLONIAL COINS 




April 11, 1961 


Mr* Lyxsii Glaser 
3012 Bead 

lafayette Hill, Peisna. 

Bear lynm 

I am so glad that you aod Walter got together and 
outlined the iBOk dollar story. I have written 
certain seetions already and will be glad to work 
on other portions too* For a while I thought the 
whole burden of writing was going to be up to ®e 
end I Just have not had time to tackle all of it. 
It takes a young powerhouse, like you, to get 
things rolling ai^aln. 

As far as items for the Metropolitan Ifumismatie 
Journal are concerned, I will certainly keep this 
in mind as items pass through my mind in the next 
few weeks. I only wish I had more time to devote 
to writing as I am working on so many projects 
at once that it is difficult to get any of them 
finished in a manner that suits me. 

My very kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 

CCs Hr. Ken Bressett 


KRIC P. NEWKAH 



May 28 

Dear I.ir. Dexvman, 

Tod.ay I heard from Fred Eckfeldt. It seems we have 
2 George Eckfeldts alive in 1860. one was a son of Jacob 
“"ckfeldt fejs his second marriage (half brother to Adam) born 
1^87 died 1892 (not so bad). He was also an officer in the 
war of 1 81 2. 

The other, Geroge J, was George the firstnephew being 
the son oftiis brother Michael b. 1805 d. 1864. 

Actually, only 2 Eckfeldts by the same naM'^iSfring 
the same time seems to be a novelity. We’re just luclythis 
guy’s name wasn’t Adam, Jacob or Elizabeth. This famial^-’' • 
showed an amazing lack of originality in j^naming their 
children. Its a good thing they didn’t all live in the 
same house. 

Best. 

Sincerely 



Hay 29, 1962 


Mr, Lynn Glaser 
3012 Joshua i^oad 
Lafayette Hill, Penna. 

Dear Lynns 

I wanted to report to yon that I finally heard 
from the Sckfeldt family and have the Eckfeldt 
family tree* It is highly complex and indicates 
that George Eckfeldt, whom yon mentioned as fore¬ 
man of the Engraving Department of the Mint, ap¬ 
parently was in Mint service for about thirty years 
(1832-1862), and his son, John M.Sckfeldt, was 
the first Coiner of the San Francisco Mint* Thank 
you for tipping me off with respect to this clue. 

I look forward to reading the monograph you have 
written on the essence of the science of numismatics* 

The nice things that you said about me in the 
column in the Mumismatic News are very much appre¬ 
ciated. I only hope I can live up to a portion 
of the status you put us in. 

The book on the l80ii dollar has had its galley 
proofs corrected and goes into page proofs next 
week. I have never worked so hard on anything 
in my life. 

My very best wishes for your continued success 
in numismatics* 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 




January 3# 196Z 


Hrs« R.Grden 
P.O.Box 281i 
Skokie^ Illinois 

Dear Mrs# Oreenj 

Ken Brossett has sent me a copy of his letter to 
you dated Deceiaber 28, 1961. 

It has ocourred to me that the Charles faioily 
would be more than glad to let you weigh the coin 
and to examine it to see if it has a wire risa on 
either the obverse or reverse. These are two 
very important matters in the research which Ken 
and I have undertaken and I am sure that you can 
get that data for us. If the way were cleared, I 
could obtain it the next time I am in Chicago. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


Eric P. Newman, President 
ERIC P. HEWHAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETT 


EPN/atb 


bCf 

Hr. Ken Bressett 






T 


November 10, 1^61 


Mr. Lee Hewitt 

Nurtismatic Scrapbook Magazine 
7320 Itilwankee Avenue 
Chicago 31> Illinois 

Dear Lee| 

V/alter fhonpson tells rae that he sent you for 
publication a reproduction of the 186? letter 
of Linderraan and the list of dies which were 
opened and rewrapped. He sent rae a typed 
copy and it is very important that I check 
the Ksnuscript as I think there are some 
errors. Would you be nice enough to send me 
the reproduction which Walter fhompson sent 
you and I will return it to him,or to you, 
whichever 5s desired. Naturally, I do not 
wish to interfere with your need of it for 
either a cut or setting type if it has not 
already served your purpose. This is certainly 
a wonderful find and will confirm the proof 
I am going to make that no I80li dollars were 
struck after 185)6. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NLWHAN 


EFH/atb 










imisniiiric scrupbook mdsiiziiK 


7320 MILWAUKEE AVENUE CHICAGO 48. ILLINOIS 
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Depember 8 , I96I 


Dear Lee, 

Thank you, so much, for the 
photo print of the data as 
to the old dies at the mint. 


Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. MEMM 









January 2h, 1962 


The Hlatorleal Sooietv of p.r,.,- 
1300 Locust Street ^ 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 

Dear Mr. Williams! 

DuBois. Thxs will give me a 


Sincerely. 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. REMM 


THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Founded 1824 

1300 Locust Street • Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


January 19^ 1962 


Mr. Eric, P. Newan 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2 , Mo. 


Dear Mr. Nevman: 


There is a relatively long bio¬ 
graphical sketch of William E. DuBois 
in the Illustrated History of the U. S . 
Mint . Phila. George G. Evans. This 
sketch, however, does not mention 
A. DuBois. The only thing we could 
discover on him was that the ”A.” stood 
for ”Abraham.” 


Very sincerely yours, 

77 


PihW-mcD. 


R. hi. Williams, 2nd 
Director 




January 17, 1962 


Mr.R. N, Williaras, II, Director 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
1300 Locust Street 
Philadelphia, Penna, 

Dear Mr* Williams* 

You will recall that I did the work on the Con¬ 
tinental Currency counterfeit copper plate. 

I have a book going to press almost immediately 
and require some data which you may be able to 
find in your file. 

Mr. A. Dubois was paid, on May 5), 1783 for work 
done in making dies for the proposed United Staues 
Mint, His work was done in Philadelphia. 

Mr. William B. DuBois (I 6 IO-I 88 I) was the Assist¬ 
ant Assayer, and eventually, Asaayer, of the 
Dnited States Hint at Philadelphia. 

I would like to know x^hat the full name of A.Dubois 
was and what their relationship was, if any, between 
the two. Ihis would be most helpful to me. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC p. NEymn 


EPN/atb 







February 10, 19^0 


Dr« J* Hevitt Judd 
680 N. ^6th Street 
Omaha, H©braska 

Dear Dr*Judds 

In the visit you are going to make to th© mu©eu« to look 
at the Heed 180U dollar, I believe you were planning to 
get a east of the ©dg© lettering* I received one from 
Smithsonian and it will be very interesting to see how 
th© one you obtain compares* You were also going to 
look to see whether there was any wire edge which I very 
much doubt. I believe you were going to send me the 
weight* 

There is on© more item I .would also like you to examine, 
and that is the juxtaposition of the obverse and reverse* 
Are they exactly 180® or some other angle. If you could 
draw the two lines on a piece of paper indicating their 
directional relativity, I would be grateful* 

I still have, your 180k Eagle pattern and have been care¬ 
fully studying it* I will send it back in due course* 
Again, many thanks for your helpfulness* 

Hy kindest personal regards* 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P* HSWMAH 


EFN/atb 





DRS.CASSIDY, JUDD, KLABENES AND ALLIBAND 


Ear, Nose and Throat 
Waldron A.Cassidy, M.D. 
FrankJ.KIaUnes.M.D. 


1020 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING 

OMAHA,NEBRASKA 


February 24, 1960 


J.Hewitl Judd.M.D. 
GeorqeT Allll3and,M.D- 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

By this time, you should have received the impression in Plasticine 
of the 1804 dollar, which I was finally able to arrange for. It takes a 
bit of doing to get in, as all the electrical arms and everything, has to 
be turned off by a previous arrangement. I took down a small, portable 
balance, and weighed it. It weighes 416 grains. I would like to have 
weighed it on my analytical balance, but this was impossible. However, 
these are the scales they use for weighing diamonds and it may be that 
it is accurate enough for your purpose. There was no wire edge. The 
letters on the edge were so badly flattened, that they were very difficult 
to make out, and I am not at all sure that they will show even on the cast 
from the impression. 

I am sorry I had not received your letter about the position of the 
obverse and reverse before I went down. I don't know when I can arrange 
for another look at it, but I will specifically notice that the next time 
that I have a chance . 

Whenever you are through with the 1804 Eagle pattern, I will be glad 
to have it back, as I am about to put them all back in the Safe Deposit 
Vault in the Bank. 

One of the chief difficulties in getting things done now, is the 
fact that we have had so much snow that it is very difficult to get about. 
The streets have been icy, and we have had more snow this year than any¬ 
time since 1936 at least,and I am not sure but what this will turn out 
to be the worst one that we have ever had, in my lifetime. 

If you are coming to Omaha at anytime, please let me know as far in 
advance as you can, and I will try to arrange for you to examine the 1804 
dollar yourself. 

With very best regards, I am 


Ypurs very truly 



JHJ:as 





- 2 - 


P. S. All of the lettering was very indistinct and appeared to be 
crushed, I think that the exact diameter can be gotten from the 
Plasticine impressions, but if this is not sufficient, I will try 
to take them with the Micrometer sometime in the future. 





Ear,Nose and Throat 
Waldron A.Cassidy.M-D. 
Fronk J.KIatenes.M.D. 


DRS.CASSIDY, JUDD, KLABENES AND ALLIBAND 

1020 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING 

OMAHA,NEBRASKA 

June 1, 1960 


Eye 

J.Hewitt Judd,M.D. 
GeorqeT AlIlkand.M.D. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
Saint Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I wonder if you would be kind enough to return the 1804 Eagle pattern, 
as I am going over my patterns now, with the idea of perhaps putting 
out a new edition of the book. 

We need to revise the prices and since the first edition is practically 
gone, they are after me now for any revisions that we might want to make. 

With kindest regards, 1 am 


Yours very truly. 



J. H. Judd, M.D. 


JHJ:as 




June 6, 1960 


Dr* J* Hewitt Jtidd 
680 N* $6th Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Dear Dr* Judd: 

I am returning herewith your l80i^ pattern Eagle, 
in silver, and wish to thank you, very much, 
for the opportunity of studying it. I sincerely 
regret the length of time I was compelled to 
hold the item but I kept you advised as to my 
reason which was that,I wanted to compare it 
with certain of Awon Carter's coins. Apparently 
Hr. Carter is unable to-^locate .some of the coins 
which he has although he sent me his 180U dollar. 

I am delighted that your pattern book has received 
such an enthusiastic reception and that it will be 
necessary for you to have it republished* This, 

I believe, is a recognition of the need of the 
book as well as the increased interest in a care- 
fully done piece of work. Naturally, there are 
many additions which others can make but only by 
publishing can one smoke out such information. 

Again, many thanks for your helpfulness and your 
cooperation. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





Ear, Nose and Throat 

DRS.CASSIDY, JUDD, KLABENES AND ALLIBAND 

1020 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING 

OMAHA,NEBRASKA 

Eye 

Waldron A.Cassidy, M.D. 
Frank J.KIaLenes.M.D. 

December 9, 1961 

J.HewittJudd.M.D. 
GeorqeT Alllband.M.D. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Incorporated 

400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I finally got over to weigh the 1804 dollar at the Byron Reed Collection 
at the Omaha Library, and it weighed 412 grains. Mr. Gibson is having a 
picture taken by a commercial photographer and will send this to you as 
soon as it has been obtained. 

We looked for the iraatation British half-pence which you mentioned, but 
we could not find any with Britania on the reverse. 

I would certainly be glad to have the information on the pattern dies 
which have been unearthed by Walter Thompson whenever he is ready to 
disclose it. 

With very best personal regards, I am 


Yours very truly. 



J. H. Judd, M.D. 


JHJ:as 





be: 

Mr. ¥.m: Brr-ssett 


December 12, 1961 


Dr. J. Hewitt Jwdd 

1020 Medical Arts Building 

Omaha, Nebraska 

Dear Hewitts 

Thank you for your note of December 9, 1961. I app¬ 
reciate the fact that you have arranged for the comm¬ 
ercial photographer to take e picture of the Byron 
Reed specimen. 

I am enclosing a photocopy of the original document 
which was found in the Archives and which relates 
primarily to pattern pieces. It shows exactly which 
dies were put away by Snowden. No doubt these were 
the basis for many abuses during the l83'8-60 period. 
This document has just been published in the Scrapbook 
for November, 1961. I know it will be of interest to 
you. 

As to the imitation British halfpence which is among 
the American Colonials, it is entirely possible that 
the word “Britannia” cannot be read on the reverse 
and that there is just a seated lady with the date 
178 ? which may also be mostly unreadable. ¥ill you 
please have the party in charge of the collection 
look again for this piece and have it photographed. 

The book on the l80ii Dollar is virtually finished and 
I hope it will be of interest. 

My kindest regards for the Holidays. 

Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P.NEWI'IAH 






V. 


\ 


\ 


DRS.CASSIDY, JUDD, KLABENES AND ALLIBAND 


J 


1020 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


Ear, Nose and Throat 
Waldron A.Cassidy.M.D. 
Frank J.KIabenes.M.D. 


J.HewittJudd.M.D. 
Georc|eT Allit>and,M.D. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I am sorry but when I got your letter, I called the Library and they had 
already had the picture of the 1804 dollar taken, and they didn’t seem in¬ 
clined to want to call him back to take a picture of the British half¬ 
pence. I am very pleased to have the photocopy of the original document 
regarding the dies put away by Snowden. I have seen this in the Scrap - 
book for November, 1961 but it is always nice to have a copy of the ori¬ 
ginal. 

With very best wishes for a happy holiday season, I am 


Yours very truly. 



J. H. Judd, M.D 


JHJ:as 





ANA 

ANS 

CNA 


DAVID G. MARVIN 

SLEEPY HOLLOW ROAD 
NEW CANAAN, CONN. 

P.O. BOX 843 

November 16, 1961 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Mr. Zander forwarded to me your letter of 
November 6, as I purchased the 185 7 Bern Shooting 
Thaler in his Lot No. 146. 

Enclosed for photography is my best example 
of this coin. I trust it will serve your purpose. 

I hope your present work is in the field of 
Shooting coins and medals, as there is almost 
nothing available on this vast subject. 



April 1, 1960 


Bear Mrs# Horweb, 

V^e are writing a book on tbe lSOli dollar and 
its satellites and I aw endeavoring to find, 
for study, the 1801, 1802 and 18Q3 proof 
restrike dollars which are very essential 
to ay analysis* the 1801 is Bolender Ho* 
the 1802 is Bolender Ho* 8 and the 1803 is 
Bolender Ho. 7* Is it possible that in 
your wonderful collection you have any or all 
of these items and If you do I would be very 
appreoiativ© %f you would let me examine the®. 
I am particularly interested in studying the 
border and the edge. 

Can you satisfy my desires on this research 
projeoti 


Most cordially yours. 


-IRIC HEWHAH 


Mrs. R.Henry Horweb 
9^11 Lake Shore 8iv,j. 
Cleveland 8, Ohio 


eph/atb 








September 13, 1961 


Mr. John Pitman 
Eastman Kodak Company 
Rochester, New York 

Dear John: 

You are winning all the prizes and I am delighted 
that you are doing so. 

I believe you have an 1803 proof dollar (B-7). 

I would appreciate it if you would examine the 
coin and tell me whether there is any wire rim 
on any part of it and whether there is edge 
lettering which has been crushed by being 
struck in a collar. If so, please advise me 
what lettering is crushed and what is not 
crushed. This will be very helpful in the book 
on the 180U dollar situation which is now being 
written. 

It was a pleasure to meet you at the convention 
and I hope that our paths will cross many times 
in the future• 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 





Becesber 16, X9S9 


Hr* Oilroy Roberts 
United States Hint 
Philadelphia, i^enna* 

Dear Mr* Robertsi 

I still recall, with pleasure, the time I spent with you at 
the mint this fall discussing interesting coin questions. I 
am now working on a research pro;3eet wit!‘ respect to coins 
and would like to ask you if you could give me certain inform¬ 
ation which is necessary in connection with that reaearch. 

1. Approximately during what period was the border of 
the coin upset before striking? 

2. Many of the coins of the early period have beading 
around the border and I am wondering how this beading 
is cut into the die, 

3* What is the diameter of the die with respect to the 

planchet when the coin is struck and what is the dia¬ 
meter of the collar relative to the planchet? 

h* Since I am primai'ily interested in the practices of 
100 years ago, it might be that there are drawings 
of the procedure of which a blueprint could easily 
be made. 

I presume there are no particular secrets about these pro¬ 
cedures as my entire interest Is in connection with an arti¬ 
cle I would write. 

Any help you or any members of your staff could give me would 
be most appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

ERIC ?. HEVJMAN fJU?4ISMATIC 

EDUCAtlOH SOCIETI 


Ex’N/atb By 

Sewman,^re sident 






U.S. Mint, Phila. Pa. 
Dec. 23, 1959. 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 
6450:Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo, 

Dear Mr. Newman; 


My apologies for not getting this off sooner, it was nice to hear 
from/ you. 

I can find no reference directly stating when the upsetting of 
coin blanks began, however in Evans ’History of tj^e U.S.Mint’page 
12 there^ is*a copy of an old payroll dated Oct 10, 1795 in which 
appears the name John ?Jard, Miller, employed in the Chief Coiners 
Dept. Also in this book , page 36, is a picture and description 
of what was then knovni as a milling machine but it’s actual 
function was to upset the edges of the blanks. 




Judging from the appearance, in the photos,of some of this early 
coinage I would say this upsetting of the blanks began about 1738 
and must have been in use in the first U.S.Mint when it started 
in 1792. 

^our guestion #2^ beading around the inner border, this is what 
we refer to to-day as'knurling and os added to the die with a 
’knurling tool’. The soft die is centered in a lathe and a tool yf 
with a hardened steel roller containing 'beads’ or ’ridges’is 
is pressed against the die as it slowly revolves, this makes an 
impression of the beads directly ’n the die. 


#3 following are the present diameters for planchets, die necks, 
and collar openings. //V 


Denora, 

Collar opening 
(coin size) 

Cut blank 

Upset blank Die(neck) 
obv. rev. 

1^ 

.750 

.741 

.739 

.744 

.742 

5/ 

. 835 

.828 

.826 

.829 

.828 

10^ 

.705 

.695 

.690 

.690 

.693 

25^ 

.955 

.960 

.938 

.938 

.938 

50(^ 

U 

1.205 

1.195 

1.182 

1.186 

1.184 


#4. The best source I know, for procedures of 100 years ago, is 
George B. Evans’Illustrated History of the U.S.Mint' puublished 
1894 with pictures and descriptions also’The U.S.Mint at Phila.’ 
by James Rankin Young, I903, 


Wishing you success with your article and al^ greeting^of the 
holiday season. 





Gilroy Robeys 



Jaumry 1 $, I960 


Hr* Gilroy Roberts 
United States Hint 
Philadelphia, Penna* 

Dear Mr. Robertss 

I have been thinking about your laost informative letter of 
Becember 23, 195^* X am very grateful for the Information 
as it has clarified certain ooining details which I was 
In doubt about. I now realize that “milling^ included 
upsetting of coin blanks whethier a plain edge, a reeded 
edge, or a lettered edge was applied by side pressure and 
that the equipment illustrated in «Evan3« called a “milling 
machine« was properly named. 

My next problem Is whether a steam coinage press of the 
early type would be able to strike a proof coin over a coin 
of the same type. In other words, could they take a 179^ 
dollar, roll or beat out the design, and then strike it 
with a different die and leave no traces of the old design 
shewing (except the edge lette ring which they wished to 
retain). The reason for doing this would be to preserve 
the edge lettering which could not be reproduced easily. 

If a coin were overstruck today would any of the design 
of the undertype show? This is of considerable importance 
in the Investigation I an making on the restrikes of the 
l8liO-90 period. 

Would you also clarify for me why the dlanfeter of the obverse 
and reverse of the coins you are now making vary from on© 
another with the obverse larger than the reverse in all 
except the dime and except "yie quarter where they are both 
the same sise. 

I would also like to know If a coin die is recessed to shape 
the upset portion of the rim so that the upset portion is 
actually compressed by the die. 






Page 2 

Mr# Gilroy ttoberts 


January 15^ I960 


®*‘® probably easy for you, and I hope so, 

1 Will De very appreciative for your thoughts. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC F. HEWHAH 


BPW/atb 





U.S.Mint 

Phila.Pa 

1-19-60. 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr; Newman; 

I believe the early type steam presses would have had sufficient 
power to overstrike an already struck coin and if enough care 
was used in erasing the previous impression it xvould be very 
difficult to tell. The difficulty to sumount would be retaining 
the original raised lettering around the edge. 

Raised lettering, on the edge of a coin, is impressed on the edge 
when the coin is struck, the lettering being engraved in the 
segmented collar. It would seem to me that if a lettered edge coin 
were over struck, in a plain collar, the lettering on the edge 
would become flattened(mashed down), if no dllar were used the 
coin would spread out to a considerably larger diameter. 

If a coin were overstruck today, or anytime for that matter,the 
undertype would show unless considerable care was used in erasing 
the original impression, rub bing or burnishing until no telltale 
lines or forms were left. 

I assume by coin diameter you refer to the diameter between the 
inner edges of the border. In the beginning, present day practice, 
a coin starts out as two enlarged models, 6 to 10 times larger than 
the intended coin, one for the obverse and one for the reverse 
These artists models sometimes vary in diameter, of course ad¬ 
justments are made on the reducing machine, with the intention 
of^ reducing both sides to the same reduced diameteB^owevwr, 
slight variations do occur. Also, when the date is changed a new 
master die and hub is made, for the obverse side only, and in 
this transfering process a slight expansion of the diameter is apt 
to occur. 


The coin die is recessed to shape the upset portion of the blank 
so that this part is compressed by the die. 

It was nice to hear from you, hope this answers your Questions. 


Sinc^^ly yours, 
Gilroy Robe 






October 10, 1961 


Mr.Gilroy Roberts 
United States Mint 




Dear Mr.Roberts: 


I am struggling with the problem of how the coin 
was removed from the collar in the early steam 
toggle coin presses in the United States Mint. 

■Was the collar a one piece collar and did it drop 
over the lower die so as to force the finished 
coin out while resting in the lower die? Would 
you or any of your men be able to give me any 
indication as to how that operated. 


Would you also let me know whether, at the present 
time, you do or do not use the split collar for 
normal production and, if so, how many segments 
are in it. If you use a one piece collar how do 
you reject them today. 


I will be very grateful for your help on this 
tebhnical point. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 



U.S. Mint 
Phila. Pa. 
Oct.14,1961. 


Mr. Eric P. Ne'.vman 
400 'Washington Ave. 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Nevwan: 


In answer to the questions contained in your 
letter Dated Oct, 10 those old sTeam presses operated practically 
the same as the ones we have today, in fact several of the* 
were adapted to run on electricity when that source of power 
was introduced. One of these old presses is still in operation 
in the Franklin Institute, stamping out souvenirs for visitors. 

The collar is in one piece and remains stationary the lower die 
is secured in a holder which in turn is raised and lowered by 
a ca*, "when the lower die aoves to the’up' position it pushes 
the stamped coin out of the collar so that it rests flush with 
the upper surface of the collar. A feeding mechanism slides 
across this upper surface and pushef the finished coin off into 
a box and at the same time releases a coin'blank into the 
collar opening, the lower die, by this time has dropped back 
to the lower position. This movement of the lower die is not 
very much perhaps %/lUh inch. This is the v/ay it vras done in 
the old presses as well as the ones in use today. 

We use the split collar whenever we are required to strike coins 
that have 'raised’ lettering or designs, other than reeding, 
around the outer edge. These collars have three segments and 
an attachaient that will separate the segments when the coin has 
been struck and the lower die is ready to push the coin up and 
out. 




October 17, 1961 


Mr. Gilroy Roberts 
United States Mint 
Philadelphia 30, Penna. 

Dear Mr* Roberts: 

Jhank yon, very ranch, for your letter of 
October 16, 1961 clearing np in ray mind the 
raanner in which the coins were rejected from 
the collar. It is, therefore, obvions that 
the lower die mnst be of snch a diameter so 
that its nose mnst slide through the collar. 
Does the upper die actually enter into the 
collar during the striking? If so, how far'* 

I am looking forward with great enthusiasm 
to seeing the sculpture which you are making 
for our company’s founders. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 



U.S. Mint 
Phila. Pa. 
Oct. 20,1961. 


Mr. Eric P, Ne^yvman 
400 ?fashington Ave. 
St. Louis Mo. 


Dear Mr. Nei-aan: 


In reply to yours of Oct. 17th, both dies 
have necks or ’noses’ that will enter the hole in the col¬ 
lar. The upper die enters this hole approx. l/l6th inch 
when in the striking position. 

The enclosed sketch shows roughly the relation of collar, 
dies and blank when in the striking position. 

Many thanks for your interest in the proposed sculptures, 
these portrait plasques for the five founders of your com¬ 
pany should make an unusual and attractive project, I am 
lookj.ng forward to getting started when final details have 
been worked out. 



y 

Gilroy Roberts. 













bcj 

Mr. Kenneth Bressett 


August 1, 1962 


Mr. Glenn B.Saedley 
253 Washington BlTd., 

Oak Park, Illinois 

Dear Glenns 

I note in the Humismatlst that the educational pro- 
graa of the Detroit A*K.A.Convention will include 
a talk by David Spink entitled «Iew Facts about an 
old D.S. Coin", the fact that the old D#S, coin 
is not identified lead© me to believe that he ^ight 
be talking on one or both of the Zerbe dollars. 
Sinoe you are to be laoderator, would you be nice 
enough to write mm if the talk is going to be on 
thie subject* 

If this is the subject, I hope that facts in 
addition to what was published in the October 1939 
and January 19b0 Suais^iatist will be disclosed. 

Will it be possible, therefore, if this is the 
subject, for you to obtain a copy of the talk for 
me promptly after it is given. 

I anticipate hearing from you promptly. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


Eric P. Hewman, President 


EPS/atb 






THE NUMISMATIST 

Official Magazine of the 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

GLENN B. SMEDLEY, Asst, to the Editor 
253 Washington Blvd. 

OAK PARK, ILLINOIS 


August 4, 1962 


Mr* Eric P. H©-wman, President 

Eric P. Neisman lumismatio Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5> Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

It was nice hearing from you, although I'm sorry to get the 
inference from your letter that you donot expect to attend the Detroit 
Convention. I am aware that you donot care much for conventions hut 
do wish you could be with us, especially for the Educational Program 
to which you contributed so much last year at Atlanta. 

Prom the very start, David Spink asked that the exact subject of 
his talk be kept secret, and I have not violated his confidence. In 
fact, I donot know whether he is going to talk on tlie Zerb© dollars 
or not, but you are in the ri^t area. Since he promises "New Phcts," 
I presume he has something more recent than the 1939 and I94O infor¬ 
mation ^ he is referring to the Zerbe dollars. 

Since it is his talk, I can only convey to him your desire for a 
copy of it. This I will be glad to do. 

Hope you still find it possible to attend the convention. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


flenn B. Smedley 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 



February 10, I960 


Dr. Clain-Stefaaelli, Curator 
Division of Uuaisaaties 
Smithgonian Institutdon 
Washington 2^, D*0* 

Dear fait 

I vsmt to thank you for the wonderful cast of the 
edge lettering on the 180U dollar. It is very im¬ 
portant to ay research. 

I am wondering if you could look at both of your 
XBOk dollars and tell me exactly what relationship 
the obverse and reverse have to one another. Are 
they 180^ offset or are they 170® , or what? Would 
you be able to look at them, draw two lines on a 
piece of paper, giving the Juxtaposition. 

My Very kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


BEIC P, NEWMAH 


EPN/atb 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 
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September 5, 1961 


Numismatic Department 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D. C* 

Gentlemen; 


I know that Val has gone to Europe, but I would 
like, very much, for someone to advise me whether 
you have in the Mint Collection, an 1801 proof 
dollar, 031 1802 proof dollar, or I803 proof 
dollar. These are not listed in the 1911i cata¬ 
logue as other dollars of those dates are listed. 

It is very important for me to locate these proofs 
and I felt sure that you might have them. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 






SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


September 7 , 1961 


Mr, Eric P, Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc, 

400 Washington Avenue 
St, Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am sorry to inform you that we do not have the 1801, 1802 
or 1803 proof dollars in the Mint Collection. We do have dollars 
of those three years, but they are definitely not proofs. 

I have just called the Mint for assistance. The man in the 
Office of the Director advises me that the collection we have is 
complete, i.e, if we don’t have the coins, then neither does the 
Mint. He said moreover that he is positive that the United States 
Government did not make proofs at that early date and that there 
is an article, recently published, on the first U, S. proofs, but 
he can't remember the source. The employee who handles this sort 
of business for him is on vacation until Monday, September 18, 

Your best chance of finding out anything about this would be to 
write to her: Miss Hayden 

Office of the Director of the Mint 
Bureau of the Mint 
Washington 25, D. C. 

I am so sorry not to be of more immediate assistance. 


Sincerely yours. 



Martha B, Richter 

Museum Aide in the Division 

of Numismatics 


November 17, I 96 I 


Dr, V, Clain-Stefanelli. Curator 
Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C, 

Det r ¥al: 

In connection with a book on United States coin¬ 
age which we are writing, I would be very grate¬ 
ful if you would have pictures made of the 1833, 
l63li and 1035 restrike half dollars in the col¬ 
lection, These are proofs and their edges are 
crushed. I would also like to have their weights. 

want to illustrate them in them in the book. 
Perhaps you have already taken pictures of these 
coins and could merely have prints made for me. 

lou have always been so cooperative and I want 
you to know how much I appreciate it. 

My very kindest personal regards. 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


Eric P, Newman, President 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


November 21 ^ 196I 


Eric P. Newman, President 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6^50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5 ^ Missouri 

Dear Eric; 


I received your letter of recent date and will send 
you photographs of the half dollar restrikes as soon as possible. 

I have some slides of these pieces, but I prefer to 
have new negatives made. 

With kindest personal regards. 


Very sincerely yours. 



V. Clain-Stefanelli 
CuratOT>^’'’ 

Dryimon of Numismatics 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


DecemlDer 11 I961 


Eric P. Nevman^ President 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis Missouri 

Dear Eric: 


Attached are the photographs of the half dollar 


restrikes dated l833; 1834, and 1835- I also have Included 
in these photographs a regular issue I834 fifty-cent piece in 
the national collections. 


The weights in grams of these pieces are as follows: 
1833 -- 13-442 grams 


H 1834 — 13.400 " 
TV 1834 — 13.463 " 
fl 1835 - 13-473 " 


” (restrike) 

" (regular issue, large date) 


With best regards. 


Very sincerely yours. 



V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 

Division of Numismatics 


Enclosures 






December 15 


1961 


V, Clain-Stefanelli, Curator 
Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Val: 

Ii^o letters from you in one dayi One, your pleasant 
Christmas greetings, and the other, the pictures of the 
half dollar restrikes which I requested. Your prompt co¬ 
operation is sincerely appreciated and will, naturally,be 
acknowledged in the book. 

There is one very important matter which I would appreciate 
learning from you. Would you look at your l8oU plain edge 
dollar and tell me whether the obverse or the reverse, or 
both, has a wire rim. The coin has a flat border and the 
wire rira would, naturally, be at the outside edge of that 
boroer. Sometimes I find I can feel a wire rim even though 
I can barely see it. Sometimes they tre filed off. Would 
you give me a report on this peculiarity. 

I am assuming that the lettered edge l80li dollar baa no 
wire rim. 

My very best Holiday Greetings. 


Sincerely, 


Eric ?. Newman, President 
ERIC P. NEV/MAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN/atb 





SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


I 


DecemlDer 29^ I96I 


Mr. Eric P. Ne-wman 
President^ Eric P. Ne-wman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6^50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis Missouri 

Dear Eric: 


I examined today the l804 plain edge dollar and 


confirm that it shows a wire rim on hoth sides. You can 
feel it, and you can see it very clearly. 


With New Year's Greetings. 


Very sincerely yours 


V. ( sfanelli 

Curator 

Division of Numismatics 








8r APPOINTMeN r 
TO HER MAJESTY THE OUEEN 
MC0UM.U3TS 


DS/PM 


SPINK (N SON, LTD. 

5.0 dc7, KING STRKKT, 

ST. .JAMK S’S, 

LONDON, S.VV.l. 

Establismco 1772. 


TO 



Zlst August, 1962 , 


Mr* Kenneth E. Breesett, 
1220 Mound Avenue, 
Racine, 

Wisconsin, 

U.S.A. 


Dear Kenneth, 


I was extremely glad of the opportunity of having a little 
talk with you the day after the educational session and also to have a 
copy of the rare first edition of your book on the 1804 dollar. This 
book certainly has a wonderful amount of information which is moat 
interestingly set out and beautifoUy illustrated - in fact, there is so 
much 'hneat** in it that 1 have not yet finished reading It! 

Although my fortunate discovery has upset several of the 
ideas in this book, while solving several problems It does seem to me 
that it also raises several problems, I am afraid I shall not be able 
to say much in this letter as I Itave come back to an enormous amount of 
work with only two days to clear it up before going away on my holiday, 
but what I wanted to do was to let you know I have made an arrangement 
about photographing the dollar, which Jim Risk will forward to you, and 
I hope It will be good enough for your purposes. He will also send you 
a certain amount of information for you to add to the illustration, as you 
liAve done in your illustrated history of every known specimen. 

Regarding the photographs, as I shall be holding the negative 
I will be able to let you have any enlargements you require, and you can 
ask Jim for prints of the other coins if you think they are needed for the 
book. I can do this also for the remainder of the silver and three gold 
coins, if required, as naturally 1 had all these other coins photographed 
at jthe same time, with the exception of the I^alf dime , which I should have 
explained at the Session was not originally In the case: in other words the 
quarter eagle and the half dime were both missing and the owners asked me 
to try and replace them when I explsmed what the missing pieces probably 
were, but all I could get for them was the half dime. At the moment one 
major point wiU need explaining - how the doUar was struck on a steam 







■ 2 ' 


press, as I think w« must still assume was the case before 1836. 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 


for DAVID SPINK 

















and 'Appraisers 
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Ho»#f S<gili.£bt«>ry - SeeJond Fber 
. ’23 WeST S7fH ST^tiT 

L new YORK % H Y. 


i', 


Photoj^TAph courtesy of D. F« Spiak 


Perf^scl brUIi-a-ut pr^oi. Probably the beet known upacimenast the S^ars 


arc much sharper th^.n the WaUer*3 coin. Normal die alignment. 
Eage lettering cruahed. Weight 415 1/2 gxAWw.,^ 


THif coin, waa recently discovered in a nearly complete 1834 Proof ^ 


Seto The available evidence indicates that the set was one c-i iite ‘K> 


two vrdered prepared at the Philadelphia Midi in 1834 by the 
President for preseataticin to the King of Slam and the Sultan 
of Muscat, Until this discovery it was naturally assumed that 
these gets contained only the eight denominations being currently 



•truck at the time of the order. It Is Efaow apparent that they ’ i 


also contained proof specimens of the 1804 Eagle and'the 1804 
Dollar, Type I. The Director of the Mint*a .decleton to Include 
these two larger coins in the sets - probably for prestige 
purposes- almost certainly establishes the reason for the IS04 
Dollars coming into ealstance. and the year in which they were 
made. 

The King of Siam (presumably) 1835 


Undisclosed 


Present Owner. 




United Stales, Ancmnt af>ci foreign Com- 






Septeaber 5, 1962 


Mr, David Spink 
Spink 

5,6,7 ling Street 
•Janee’s 

London S, w. 1, England 
Dear Mr# 8pink$ 

I am anre you needed a holiday after all of the exelte* 
ment idiich you caused In Detroit with the disclosure 
of the proof set of the King of Siam, I certainly wish 
1 had been there to share in the preliminary excitement# 
Since it created a tidal wave it got to me soon enough# 
It was nice of you to cooperate hy furnishing additional 
pictures for our book# 

The timing of your announcement could not have been 
better, from the point of view of the book, and the 
bound page proofs idiich you saw had to be dovetailed 
into your findings# this has been done and len has ad¬ 
vised me that the distribution of the book will take 
place shortly after the middle of this month. 

I will be in Europe, In October, and may be able to 
come to London on Thursday, October 11, or Friday, 
October 12, as my wife and I have a flight at 10 A. M. 
on October 13 back to the States. If I can get to 
London a day or so before my flight I would certainly 
enjoy studying the coins in the case for a few moments# 

I also feel it would be advantageous to have a picture 
of the outside of the case. Would you be kind enough 
to let me know whether this is practloal# If I am gone 
my office will forward the content of your letter. 

The I80h Dollar was not struck on a steam press but with 
the collar mechanism which was being developed for the 
new presses* This will be explained in the book# 

Fleaae give my regards to the other members of your firm 
whom I have seen from time to time on my visits. 

SiatfeVely yours. 


SRIC F#HBWMAH 

hOO Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

D.S.A. 


K?M/atb 








S#pt«®b«r 1962 


Hr. BaTii Spink 
Spink*a 

1,6,7 King Street 
St.ilfiiies's 

i©n6©« i. W. 1, England 

Dear Mr. Spink $ 

1 &m mwm yen needed a holiday after all of the ©jceite- 
nent y^iish yon oanaod in Detroit with the dtselosnre 
of the proof set of the ling of Sla«. I oert&inly wish 
1 had heen there to share in the prellainary exeiteaeat. 
Since it created a tidal wave it got to ae soon enongh. 
It was nice of yon to cooperate by famishing additional 
piotttres for ©nr book* 

fh© tiaing of yonr announeeaent conld not have been 
better, fro» the point of view of the book, and the 
bound page proofs idiicb you saw had to be dovetailed 
into your findings, fhis has been dome and len has ad¬ 
vised me that the distribution of the book will take 
place shortly after the aiddle of this nonth. 

I will be In iurope, in October, and »ay be able to 
eoee to london on Thursday, October 11, or Friday, 
October 12, as »y wife and I have a flight at 10 A. M. 
on October 13 back to the States. If 1 can get to 
boadon a day or so before my flight I would certainly 
enjoy studying the coins in the case for a few moments. 

I also feel it would be advantageous to have a picture 
of the outside of the case. Would you be kind enough 
to let we know whether this is practical. If I aw gone 
my offlee will forward the content of your letter. 

The 180U Dollar was not struck on a steam press but with 
the oollar mechanism which was being developed for the 
new presses, fhis will be explained In the book. 

Flease give my regards to the other members of your firm 
idiom I have seen from time to time on ay visits. 

Sineerrely yours. 


SEIG F.KBWMAK 

1*00 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

G.S.A. 


IFff/atb 




S#ptit»bfir Sf 19ht 


Mr. Bptmk 

Spink*« 

1,6,7 Eiiig Strset 
s 

IioniQii S. w. i, Inglnni 
Sear Hr. Spiaki 

I &m sar# y©a n«e4eA a holiday after ail ©f the eaelte- 
mm% whleh ^©a eaa«®6 la Satrait with the 4i®@l©sure 
®f the prsof set ©f the Eiai ©f Siaa. I ©ertalaly wish 
1 haii been "^ere to share is the preliainary exsiteaeat* 
Siase it sreate4 a tidal ware it g©t t© ae soea eaeagh* 
It %^as alee of yea to ©©operate hy faraishlng additional 
plotares for oar hook. 

the tialag of your aanomnoeaeat oould not have been 
better, froa the point of view of the book, and the 
bound page proofs idiloh you saw bad to be dovetailed 
into your fisdicgs. fhls has been done and Een has ad¬ 
vised «e that the distribution of the book will take 
plaoe shortly after the middle of this laonth. 

1 will be in lurope, in Ootober, and pay be able to 
Qom to bondon on Thursday, October 11, or Friday, 
Ostober 12, as ay wife and I have a flight at 10 A. M. 
on Oetober 13 bank to the States. If 2 can get to 
bondOB a day or so before nj flight I would certainly 
enjoy studying the coins in the ease for a few moments. 

2 also feel it would be advantageous to have a picture 
of the outside of the case, bould you be kind enough 
to let me know whether this is practical. If I am gone 
®y office will forward the eon tent of your letter* 

the IdOh bollar was not struck on a steam press but with 
the collar aeehanisai which was being developed for the 
new presses, this will be explained In the book. 

Flease give ®y regards to the other members of your firm 
idjom I have seen from time to time on ay visits. 

Sincerely yours. 


lEIC F.HS^HAir 

hOO Washington Avenue 

St* Louis 2, Missouri 

b.S.A. 


KFM/atb 




Sf 1962 


Mr. David S|^ii3k 
Splnle's 

5 >6,7 King S tr«®t 
dt.5«ii«9’S 

Itondoii w. 1, lag land 
D^ar Mr. Spinki 

1 mm mure you fi«®d«d a holiday aftor all of th® 

Slant uhieh you oausod la Detroit with th® diacloaur® 

Of the proof sat of th© King of Sia®. 1 eort&inly wish 
1 had hsen there to share in the preliminarj excitement* 
Sins® it ©rsatC'd a tidal wave it got to me soon enough. 
It was nioe of you to cooperate' by furnishing additional 
pleture© for our book. 

the tlaing of your aisnounsosent oould , 10 1 have been 
hotter, froa the point of view of the book, and the 
hound page proofs idiiob you saw had be dovatidied 
Into your findings, this has been done and &efi has ad¬ 
vised me that the distribution of the book will take 
plaee shortly after the middle of this month* 

I will he In Europe, In Ootober, and may bo able io 
come to London on Thursday, ^qteber II, or frlday, 
October 12, as ®iy wife and 2 have 4 flight at 10 k* ,::. 
on October 13 back to the Ltates. If t oan get to 
London a day or so bo fore my flight 1 would coi^talnly 
osjoy studying the coins in the case for a few ijoaests. 

I also feol it would be advantageous to have a picture 
of the outside of tlse oase. kifid enough 

to let a® know whether this is practical. If I ssi gone 
«y office will forward the content of your letter. 

th© l6ob Lolli^r was not struck on a stoaw press but with 
th© collar mechanls® whioh was being developed for the 
new presses, this will be explained in the book. 

Dlease give my regards to the other members of your firm 
whom I have seen from time to time on my visits. 

Sincerely yours. 


EEXC iMIEWMAH 

boo Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

U. =.A. 


B. ^?/atb 





Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netlierlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 


1 WEST 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-S 


April 17, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Nev/man 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

I read your manuscript with great interest. It is a fine piece 
of work. V/e have crossed paths rather often in regard to mint corres 
pondence but I suppose this could not be avoided, Iven though our 
concentrations and means of approach are dis-similar, Inhere is one 
thing though; I believe that you stated that the l806 over 5 quarter 
represents the only U. S. die to be resuscitated for use during the 
following year. To my knowledge the l806 over 5 quarter eagle as 
well as the ISOI^A^, reverse K, can also be traced to a previous use. 

As for Horatio Rust, I know of no additional references. 

My question concerning the Excelsior Muling was made in error. 


With kinaest regards, 


DT: n 



Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 











June 12, 1962 


Don Taxay - 

Naturally I would like to 
have a copy of Walter’s letter. 

He even told rae that he would 
shave his beard off if he could 
testify in court. 

I will make the photocopy 
of Walter’s letter and return it 
if it is inconvenient for you. 

Please don’t spread any 
gossip about anyone filing suit* 

It is all rumor so far as I know. 

"The Fantastic 180U Dollar” 
is not out yet and will not be 
for a month or so. 



From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


